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                   In Focus 
  FLUSHING CAMERA CLUB NEWS 
       In our 49th year & counting. 
       Member: Photographic Federation of Long Island (PFLI)        
 
        “Together in friendship may we learn the art of photography” 

Visitors always welcome. 

From the Editor’s Desk:  I have a thought I sometimes 

mention to others. So taking the liberty of quoting myself let 

me say, “While I am looking through the viewfinder I do not 

have another care in the world”.  While we have all become 

hermits it is easy to be overwhelmed with negative reports on 

TV and radio. I find shutting these off and either working on 

the newsletter or looking through my viewfinder at some 

houseplant can certainly brighten up a day.  There are some 

tips in this newsletter and many on the internet  that can keep 

us occupied for many hours.  Stay safe and think positive.  

We are one day closer.   “photoJoe” Crupi      

3rd –Best of the Best competition   via Zoom                                                                             

17th—Program Chris Moore “Focus Stacking” 

6th—Competition  #9  Judge: Anastasia Tompkins                                                                        
20th –Program– Anastasia Tompkins “Bird Photography how to” 

 

Meetings will be via Zoom teleconferencing until further notice.                                             
If you would like help utilizing Zoom contact a board member. 
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Baby Zoomers Turn To The Internet For Teleconferencing       by Tony Siciliano                                                                                                       

In the past, I’ve participated in teleconferencing work, and was never really interested in pursuing it for personal 

reasons. However, with the outbreak of Covid-19 and sheltering in place, I decided to investigate the possible 

usefulness of it for the FCC.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

After watching several YouTube tutorials, I began to grasp it’s tremendous potential. Since ZOOM was currently the rage, 

and free to get started, I downloaded the program on my computer, iPhone and iPad, to give it a test run. The 

installation process was very easy and the preferences were straightforward and logical.                                                                                                                

Now, I was ready to get the FCC involved and experimented with several mini-meetings involving one or two board 

members at a time. Eventually, we all learned the program, and after only two weeks we were able to involve the entire 

club for the April Competition, with judging done by Kathy Baca.                                                                                                           

Compared to programs like Lightroom, Photoshop and other powerful ones for image processing, ZOOM was simple to 

learn and set-up. Heck, I’ve been studying Photoshop for over tens years and still have no idea what 50% of the program 

is used for!                                                                                                                                                                                                         

One advantage of ZOOM that I never anticipated was it’s ability to bring together, not only our club members, but other 

photographers from across the region! Just today, I was working with the South East Queens Camera Club and invited 

them to attend our next presentation on, Judging Images, by Mike DeRenzo. Hopefully, with the ease of simply turning 

on a computer and signing in, we will see several of their members visit our meetings on a regular basis. And this is just 

the tip of the iceberg! Using this new technology we may be able to expand out membership and bring new blood into 

our organization                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Because ZOOM has had some security issues, we will now institute additional measures to enhance the security at our 

meetings, including:  1. Requiring a password,  2. As members sign-in they must type the full first and last name,  3. 

Members will wait in a “waiting room”, until the meeting begins,  4. Once the meeting begins, the host will admit each 

member individually, by identifying each person’s full name (which should have been typed upon entering the waiting 

room),  5. Upon entering the meeting members will be asked to put their devices on mute, to avoid interfering with the 

speakers,  6. At the end of the meeting, members will have the opportunity to socialize, chat and ask questions, 

regarding the presentation, or judged competition.                                                                                                                                                                                       

Of course, we will have to tweak the process as we learn more, and nothing replaces our old fashioned hospital 

conference room meetings, but for the moment, ZOOMING, or an equivalent teleconferencing program, is the way to go.  

April 15th teleconference program   by Mike 

DiRenzo on Judging Images.   

Tony Siciliano had invited SEQ CC to join us and several 

of their members did.  A little after 7PM Mike began the 

presentation by explaining competition scoring ala PFLI.  

Throughout the night Mike used his own images to 

demonstrate what judges look for and why an image is 

given a certain score. Why do we have judges?  Mike asked 

and explained that a judges function must include ideas on 

how to improve an image.  He says we must be “thick 

skinned” to accept criticism and learn from the judges 

critique.  He notes that judges should leave their preferences 

at the door but as humans certain of their personal photo 

prejudices may unfortunately or unknowingly be part of 

their score.  He advises judges not to be harsh but to be fair. 

The photos Mike used as examples ranged 

from 27 and PFLI Leonard Victor awards to 

6’s .  They were a great teaching aid and 

viewers were indeed fixed to their screens for 

this most complete and comprehensive 

presentation.  At around 9:22 PM it was time 

to say good night .  I am sure members had 

sweet dreams thinking of how to improve 

their own images.  Thank you Mike. 

   Although we may be “physically distant” we don't have to be “socially distant”  Stay in touch!  



The Ultimate Shooting Checklist to Avoid Painful Mistakes                                                                              

Make sure that the batteries are charged and your memory cards are freshly formatted.                                                                    

Carry at least one spare battery and memory card in your bag.                                                                        

Ensure that your camera is set to shoot RAW. After all, why give up on the opportunity to correct for some 

weird mistakes that you might commit during the shoot?                                                                              

set the picture size to large.                                                                                                                                                

Select the right shooting mode, (aperture priority, manual, etc.) and the right shot type (continuous, 

single-shot, mirror lock-up, etc.)                                                                                                                                            

Once the composition is right, ensure that the tripod legs are secure, the ball-head is tight, and the quick 

release plate is firmly in place                                                                                                                                          

Pay attention to the point of focus and the depth of field.                                                                                                        

Clean the front element of the lens and any filter to free it from dust, water drops, etc.                                       

Make it a habit to clean the rear element of the lens and the sensor regularly.                                                      

During the shoot, always make a point to check the histogram for signs of under- and over-exposure.                                                                      

Keep an eye out for highlight warnings (also known as “blinkies”).                                                                             

Use exposure bracketing in conditions where it is impossible to nail the shot in a single frame.                                                   

When looking at the images on the LCD screen, zoom in to ensure there are no distracting elements                                                                                    

When shooting into the sun (especially important when you are shooting during the golden hour) lens 

flare can pop up. Use your hand, cap, or anything else to block out the offending light source.   Keep 

changing the composition to get a different perspective of the scene.                                                      

Linger for just enough time to ensure that you have everything covered. You never know what new 

perspective the changing light can bring. 

Great advise from: 

NOMINATIONS:  Well after a most thorough search the nominating committee 

(Helen and Joe) presents the following slate of FCC Board Officers for next 

season. For President– Joe Macaluso, Vice President– Bill McLernon, 

Treasurer—Joe Crupi, and Secretary—Tony Coppeta.  A  nice mix of a couple of 

senior members and a couple of our newer members.  Let us know if any other 

nominations for these important offices. 

Mike DiRenzo back again.  This time in HDR. At our April 29th Zoom meeting we were again entertained and 

educated by a great photographer, Mike DiRenzo.  29 members 

and guests signed on to observe Mike explain HDR starting with 

his equipment and camera settings and ending with an exciting 

bear encounter.  Mike explained he and his lovely wife towed 

their trailer 7,000 miles across the USA and with limited sleep 

produced marvelous HDR images of “the Great Northwest”.  We 

were walked through Glacier national park then on to the 

Palouse area with its patch work of rolling farm land. Next to the 

Oregon coast and those iconic sea stacks.  From there we were 

taken to Jackson Wyoming and the Grand Tetons.  Mike's images 

especially at sunrise and sunset in HDR gave us a true rendition 

of the colors of nature as he actually saw them.  He explained 

how he avoided the overdone garish results some see in HDR.  

For 2 hours we enjoyed traveling with Mike and we certainly  felt 

like we were there with him.  His final image of a bear encounter 

and the exciting story with it ended the presentation.  Mike 

graciously stayed on and answered the many questions from 

participants. Thanks again Mike for another great presentation. 
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NECCC Conference Update as of April 3, 2020        With the uncertainty in the USA and the New England area due to COVID19, NECCC 

has decided like the Olympics to postpone our 75th Anniversary Conference to 2021. We will have all the same speakers, activities and 

events that we have announced for 2020 - the 75th will just take place one year later. The program registration fee will also be 

unchanged from 2020 and will remain at the low cost of $205 for early registration. Our Conference Chairs will remain the same, Lisa 

and Tom Cuchara who have agreed to stay on for one more year.                                                                                                                                              

We thank you all for your past, present and future support of the conference and we hope you will all join us July 16-18th in 2021. If you 

have registered for the 2020 conference already, you will receive another email from Susan Mosser regarding refunds. It will come from 

s.jmosser@comcast.net.  Lisa, HonNEC & Tom, MNEC Cuchara, Conference Co-Chairman   Susan Mosser, HonPSA, HonNEC, Conference 

Coordinator  

How to Beat the Corona Virus       (from Neptune Photo)                                                                                                                        
We’ve all heard the advice given on how to stay safe to the point of ad nauseam. Unfortunately following 
all this advice, mainly staying at home, can take a toll on us psychologically. If you’re out of work that 
makes it even tougher for lots of reasons. To keep your sanity during this stressful time you really should 
keep your mind and body active, the later probably the most important. For me I’ve found that limiting 
watching the news to 1/2 hour per day has helped a lot.                                                                                         
Since most of you have photography as a hobby, let’s start there. You’d be surprised at the interesting 
things you can find lying around the house to photograph. Even just a pile of books arranged in an 
interesting manner can make for a compelling image. Don’t overlook the kitchen cabinets either since 
there’s probably several things in there that when combined can tell a story. If you’ve got some fresh 
veggies in the fridge try playing around with those. Explore your own backyard in ways that you’ve never 
considered by keeping an open mind. Even gardening tools might make for interesting subjects. This is a 
great time to think outside your normal photographic box, and now that we’re all shooting digital, it 
doesn’t cost you a dime. And here are a few more ideas.                                                                                                   
With all this free time on our hands you might consider working on eliminating a lot of old images that you 
no longer need. If you’re as bad at deleting images as I am, that should take at least a week. Freeing up 
space on your hard drives can help your computer to run faster, especially if it’s the boot drive. 
Conversely, while going through older images you may find some that deserve a second look, or a gem 
that you overlooked at first. Software has made great strides over the years, so images that years ago were 
unfixable may now be easy to fix.                                                                                                                                         
If you’re a reader of paper books you’re no doubt upset about library closures. Did you know that you can 
download e books from your library? You can read them on your computer but a tablet is best, however the 
new large screen phones would work well also. You can get a Kindle app (free from Amazon) for your 
smart device, or use the free Adobe Digital Editions to read ePub formated books.                                                              
There are lots of brain teasers and games online to keep you occupied, or perhaps even a jigsaw puzzle. I 
love doing the spelling bee using the online version of the NY Times, along with several other games they 
have. There are limitations to what you can play for free, but a one year subscription to their games is only 
around $20. Definitely worth a look. Something else worth a look is Brain Bashers.                                                                  
With this CV still on the rise I expect we might see a mandate to wear masks when out and about, at least 
at the state level. Regardless of a mandate it’s a wise move to protect yourself and give peace of mind to 
those around you. If you’re handy with a needle and thread or better yet have a sewing machine, they’re 
quite easy to make out of some cotton tee-shirts or other absorbent material. There’s lots of advice online 
on how to make them but I found this one particularly good. There ya go, something else to keep you busy.    

From: NEPTUNE PHOTO 731 Franklin Ave.   Garden City, NY1 1530 Phone: 516.741.4484 

 

ONE YEAR AGO: 

Wow how time flies!   One year ago this month we had our 

show at the Flushing Town Hall.  Can you remember all the 

preparation.  Getting images printed.  Correcting mistakes. 

Having them hung.  And finally that great unveiling to the 

public.  It seems like ages ago.  But I still remember the 

excitement and pleasure in doing it.    Joe 
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 CRE  Joe Macaluso                Goose and Gull                  20 

 CRE  Bill Mclernon               Jazz Sax                        20 

 CRE  Helen Repstad               BAGONIA 8925                    21 

 CRE  Roy Woelfel                 Triangle                        22 

 CRE  Tony Sicilliano             I Need A Drink                  22 
 

 DPA  Martin Fleischer            Hanging Out                     20 

 DPA  Terry Chen                  Looking back2                   20 

 DPA  Tom Mrwik                   Dragonfly                       20 

 DPA  Conrad Tinney               Green                           20 

 DPA  Matsuyama Tsunemasa         Three Buds                      21 

 DPA  Lucy Pearce                 Evolve 2                        21 

 DPA  Tony Coppeta                Dance Parade Performer          22   

 DPA  Helen Repstad               CORNFLOWER                      22 

 DPA  Barbara Shea                Big Mouth                       22 

 DPA  Andrew Silver               Yellowstone 0630 (1 of 1)       22 

 DPA  Sherre Lin                  small tree on rock              23 

 

 DPB  Frederick Mark              Valhalla fountains              19 

 DPB  Roy Woelfel                 Bug Flower                      19 

 DPB  Sheila Golden               Translucent Flower              19 

 DPB  David Alaiano               BW Nostalgia Train              20 

 DPB  S Jackson                   Night Flowers                   21 

 DPB  Bernie Gellman              102913-model shoot-2            21 

 DPB  Joe Macaluso                BW Locks                        21   

 DPB  Louise Destefano            You looking at  me              21 

 DPB  Robert Kuhlmann             FLUSHINGPARK                    22 

 DPB  Edward xu                   snowyowl                        22 

 DPB  Bill Mclernon               MISTY SWAN                      23 

 DPB  Tony Sicilliano             Colorful Fall Memories          24 

Judges - Mike DiRenzo - Tom Crosley - Dick Hunt  
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Joe Macaluso 16   27.5 

Frederick Mark 16   19.5 

Sheila Golden 10   11.5 

Norman Eng 8   7 

David Aliono 4   7 

Robert Kuhlmann 2   3.5 

        

Tony Siciliano 16 37 

Roy Woelfel 16 36.5 

Bernie Gellman 16 35 

Bill McLernon 16 34.5 

Matsuyarma 15 33 

Louise DeStefano 16 33 

Sharon Jackson 14 24.5 

Edward Xu 12 23.5 

Uris McKay 6 8.5 

Georgina Eng 5 8 

John Baratta 4 7.5 

Archie Reyes 2 2.5 

     

Sheree Lin 16 41 

Andrew Silver 16 41 

Bernard Huang 16 38.5 

Barbara Shea 16 37.5 

Helen Repstad 16 36.5 

Terry Chen 14 35.5 

Lucy Pearce 16 35.5 

Tony Coppeta 16 34.5 

Martin Freischer 16 29 

Conrad Tinney 8 17.5 

Tom Mrwik 6 15 

Henry Szczepanski 6 11 

      

Tony Siciliano 8 19 

Bill McLernon 8 18 

Joe Macaluso 8 15 

Helen Repstad 6 14.5 

Tony Coppeta 8 13.5 

Andrew Silver 5 13.5 

Edward Xu 5 13 

Roy Woelfel 8 13 

Martin Fleischer 8 12 

Conrad Tinney 2 6.5 

Tom Mrwik 1 3 

Robert Kuhlmann 1 2 

Bernie Gellman 1 1.5 

David Aliono 1 1.5 

      

Tony Siciliano   8 19.5 

Joe Macaluso   8 14.5 

Bill McLernon   8 13.5 

Bernie Gellman   5 13 

Roy Woelfel   8 12.5 

Dennis Golin   5 8 

Helen Repstad   3 7 

Edward Xu   5 6 

Tony Coppeta   2 4 

Sharon Jackson   1 1 

     

Teleconference Judge: 

 B Group 
A group 

 Salon Group 

B&W  

 Creative  

Anyone remember using one of these? 
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A Group  Bernie Gellman   My picture was shot at the US Merchant Marine Academy 

water front  Sept 30, 2009. I shot this as a “HDR” 3 shots =1 normal, 1 under 2 stops, & 1 

over 2 stops. Combined them in Corel Paint Shop Pro & tone mapped to make the final 

“HDR” look.The camera settings was bracketed for HDR (1 normal, 1 Over2 stops & 1 

under 2 stops exposure)       

 

Salon Group   Andy Silver   During my trip to Yellowstone National Park at the end 

of January this year, I was walking around the "boardwalk" that circumscribed the 

area known as Grand Prismatic (which is an area of geothermal activity -in this 

case, hot springs and  fumaroles).Grand Prismatic (a more or less circular body of 

heated water which has incredible color variations due to algal growth on the 

sediment), isn't as visually spectacular during the winter months.  Looking for 

other subjects to photograph, I chose to crouch down and include the various 

patterns in the sediment that were created by both the algae and constant 

inundation/recession of mineralized waters. The sun was setting when I took this 

photo and the cloud cover and steam rising from the earth made the scene 

ethereal.  I made the decision not to create a starburst when the sun broke 

through the clouds because this "misty" effect was more pleasing to me.  

B&W  Andy Silver   Similar to the image that I entered 

into the March competition, this stand of lodgepole 

pine was illuminated from behind by the sun, creating 

a wonderful interplay of shadows and tree trunks.  A 

storm front rolled in every day accompanied with snow, 

there were moments where the sun broke through the 

clouds as the sky began to clear.  I used a 14-24mm 

lens at f22 to capture the starburst as I pinched the 

sun through the trees.   

B Group  Robert Kuhlmann    Taken in Kissena Park Corridor, on 
January 8, 2017 It was bloody cold and lots of bushwhacking 
through snow. Nikon D600; 24-70mm f/2.8 lens; Picture taken at 
26mm, Auto ISO, 1/1600s -f/2.8  Some post processing was used  
to slightly increase in saturation and sharpness .  

Creative    Roy Woelfel    The 

Triangle is on 6th ave across 

from Rockefeller Center . The 

lights are from the out of focus 

Christmas lights all on a scanned 

slide  



 

There are a variety of tools that are helpful with planning photos                                                              
that include the moon (or the sun), but one of my favorites is                                                                                       
The Photographer's Ephemeris                                                               
(https://www.photoephemeris.com/tpe-for-desktop).                                                                                                                                
The Photographer's Ephemeris (TPE) is available through a web                                                    
browser, or as a smartphone app, and I find it invaluable for                                                            
planning photos that include the moon or the sun. That includes                                                                                                 
planning for photos based on when the light will be right, even if                                                                                         
the sun won't be in the frame. In fact, I created a course demonstrating how I use The 
Photographer's Ephemeris, which is available on the GreyLearning website with a discount 
included automatically if you use this link to get started:  https://timgrey.me/sunmoon                                                                                                                                  
With TPE, you can plan ahead for specific celestial events. For example, when setting the date for 
which you want to plan, you'll see a list of events, including phases of the moon, meteor showers, 
and eclipses.     Once you know the date you'll be photographing, you can also use TPE to help plan 
the right location to be. For example, I've used TPE to choose where to photograph from when I 
know there will be a full moon rising around sunset. This is done through a map, with lines 
projected to show you the relative position of the sun or moon based on any position on the map. 

Tips For Sharper Images  

To learn more about this subject, join me on one of my photo tours or safaris.                                                                                                                                     

Please visit www.russburdenphotography.com to get more information.  

Let’s face it, we spend a lot of money on equipment. We purchase sharp lenses                                                                                                            

and we want our pictures to impart their maximum capabilities. In order to                                                                                                               

accomplish this, we must refine our picture making methods and techniques. This                                                                                                   

means proper camera handling, using a tripod as often as possible, using mirror                                                                                                     

lock up, shooting with proper shutter speeds / aperture combinations, and using                                                                                                    

autofocus sensors properly.                                                                                                                                                                                      

CAMERA SUPPORT: Use a camera support to help ensure you get sharp images:                                                                                                                                  

tripods / bean bags / monopods / cable releases / mirror lock up. Even if your shutter speed is fast, a tripod helps 

as it allows you to become more absorbed in the image creating process. It slows you down and allows you to fine 

tune your compositions. You’ll study the viewfinder and see things you otherwise may not have noticed if you made 

the image on the run.                                                                                                                                                                           

APERTURE / SHUTTER COMBO: Aperture and shutter speed work both independently of each other and also in 

conjunction to create a sharp photo. If the action is fast, a high shutter speed is necessary to freeze it. If lots of 

depth of field is important, you need to use a small aperture. Herein lies the rub for both. Fast shutter speeds often 

mean wide open apertures which narrow the depth of field. Lots of depth of field means slow shutter speeds which 

increase the chance of camera movement. This is why it’s so important to find the proper combination that yields 

the best image for the circumstance.                                                                                                                                                                       

HAND HOLDING: If for whatever reason you can’t use a tripod, proper hand holding techniques will help. If all you 

make are snapshot sized images you may not notice the softness, but as soon as you begin to enlarge your images, 

you’ll see disappointing results. Use one hand to cradle the camera and lens to create a firm base. With your 

shutter hand, grip the body tightly to prevent left to right movement. Additionally, press the top of the camera 

against your forehead to further stabilize the system. Right before you press the shutter, inhale, tighten your grip, 

and gently press down. The main rule of thumb for hand holding is to never exceed the relationship of focal length 

to shutter speed. In other words, if you’re using a 100mm lens, the shutter speed should be one one hundredth of 

a second or faster. Trying to hold a 300mm lens using a shutter speed of one sixtieth of a second will be a 

challenging combination if you desire a sharp image . 

The Photographer's Ephemeris                                                                

Stay Focused! 
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