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Presidents Message: I would like to welcome all members of the FCC, both
new and old, to an exciting new year. I hope you all had a great summer.
Our year will be full of new programs and exciting competitions. Thank you
to my new committee members for stepping up and taking on new
responsibilities to help make our camera club successful. Can't wait to see
all your great work.
Tony Coppeta

Committee Chairpersons:
Administration:
Stephanie McFeely
Compettion:
Bernie Gellman and Rich DeDalto
Programs/Education:
Lucy Pearce
Field Trips:
Joe Crupi, 718.343.0280;
Membership:
Tom Mrwik, 718-343-8387
Publicity:
Adam Holstein 718.463.5538
PFLI Competition:
Helen Repstad
The Info Sheet Newsletter:
Joe Crupi 718-343-0280
Ron Caldwell 917-806-6170
Website Manager:
Ramiro Agredo, 718.664.7366 &
Andrew Silver
Additional Board Members:
Dennis Golin
Dorothy Gist 917-868-6811
Mary O’Connor, 718. 939.4963
Web Site:

www.flushingcameraclub.org

Meetings: 7:30 pm, 1st, 3rd,
5th Wednesdays at Flushing
Hospital, Auditorium 5th Fl.,
45 Ave & Parsons Blvd.,
Flushing. Park on street or in
lot across the street from
Hospital.FREE but Parking
ticket MUST be validated by
the Camera Club. Call to
confirm meeting date.
Dues: $40.00 for individual
$60.00 for family;$20.00 for
students: up to 23 yrs.old.
PFLI SCHEDULE:
http://www.www.pflionline.com/
Schedule.html

IN THIS ISSUE:
.

Members Stuff =Pg 2,3,4
Russ Burden Tips = Pg 7

Our Awards Dinner =Pg 5&6

3rd–7:15 (15 min program)Creative Photography by Barbara Shea
17th—Competition: -Judge: Leon Hertzson

1st– Competition: -Judge: tba
15th—The Amish and Cape Ann a photographers passion, John Brokos
29th- Program to be announced
Editors Desk: Wow the summer sure flew by for me and I suspect for you also. It seems
like only yesterday I was compiling images for a page on our annual awards dinner and
now we are starting a new season. Our new board of officers is enthusiastic and we
should be treated to a wonderful year ahead Looking forward to seeing you all again on
September 3rd. Joe Crupi
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Report on Amherst by Michael Sender
I spent a Fabulous Photographic weekend, with fellow
photographers from the FlushingCamera Club, at the New England
Camera Club Conference in Amherst College, Massachusetts.
Some photographers from the Southeast Queens Camera Club
also attended, as well as 800 other photographers from around
the country. I particularly enjoyed sharing photographic stories
with others ie. what equipment you use? where was this photo
taken? what is your next project? etc. It was a good memory
making event for those who attended.
There were so many classes it was tough to chose which to
attend. Some classes presented were: Creating Pleasant Blurs,
Light painting, Creative techniques, Basic Camera, Applying
Textures, plus many others .
Also at the conference photographic equipment was available to borrow for testing from the manufacturers. Many
door prizes were handed out. Awards were given in competitions an some were won by PFLI members.
On Saturday night we were at the edge of our seats listening to the keynote speaker who this year was Sam
Abell. He really kept our attention with his many life stories of his adventures as a National Geographic
photographer. Afterwards there was a line out the door to meet with him and perhaps have him autograph one
of his books.
In all it was a super weekend on many fronts that was spent with great people. I hope I came away with a little
more knowledge of photography and would certainly consider attending in the future.
Michael Sender

Mermaid Parade by Andy Silver
Joe, Richard, Tom, Stephanie and I met on the morning of June 21st and drove to the FCC Field Trip -the
Mermaid Parade on Surf Ave.,in Coney Island, Brooklyn New York. We arrived early to view the set up and
we saw all types of mermaids, as well as mermen (excluding Ethel) readying themselves for the big event.
There were baby mermaids, toddler mermaids, teenage mermaids, tall mermaids, fat mermaids, skinny
mermaids, mermaids of every race, age and gender (and in-between). As we walked, we encountered
man-on-the-street photographer Mr. Michael Sender, and continued on to view antique auto exhibits and
body painting. Most mermaids and mermen were wearing pasties (and should not have been) however,
careful observation revealed that there should be more sizes available beyond non-existent.
. The parade seemed to provide an excuse for every oddball
exhibitionist to awaken before noon and walk the streets during the
daylight hours.
I most enjoyed the children in their tiny outfits, often matching those
their mothers were wearing. Funny thing, after a flood of scallop
shells and tassels, we all decided that we were hungry, and stepped
(were herded) into Nathan's for a few famous hot dogs. After lunch,
we strolled the boardwalk, took in the sites, rides and amusements,
and watched the parade move by. All-in-all a lovely day. Stephanie
got her desired photo of the leaving Brooking sign "fuhgeddaboudit,"
and Richard made the decision that he was not comfortable with
approaching strangers and taking their pictures. Funny how he had
no problem for twenty-six years taking their identification, but I guess
he didn't have to look them in the eye as they faced the wall. The old
conundrum - camera versus nightstick.
Andy

FCC Spring Field trip to Clinton, Amish, Va.,and DC. By Tom Mrwik
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It was lightly raining and the morning light was just breaking through as I pulled up to Joe Crupi’s house. Right
behind me was Richard DeDalto and Michael Sender. Perhaps it was the weather forecast but the lack of
participation in this trip was disappointing. We started off early heading to a small town Called Clinton NJ for our
first leg of our photo tour. Clinton has a Red Mill and many great shots were taken there in mes past. Next we
headed for the Amish country. I hoped to find some good photo opportunities there as the weather turned in our
favor. People, horses , steam railroad and buﬀet breakfasts, what more could one ask for?
A er two days in the Amish country we con nued on to Washington DC . It is a great place to photograph, but you
won’t be able to see it all in just a few days. Our motel was in Alexandria Va. Just across the river from DC. A great
place for photography and also for food.
Washington DC was for the most part rainy and hot, but that didn’t stop us. In fact while at the Lincoln Memorial
one night we were treated to a magnificent lightening storm. Hopefully we all made some good images to enter
into the FCC compe on.
The last day
we went to the DC Na onal Zoo before heading home. The Zoo was great. We saw the Great Panda but a real treat
was being introduced to the six baby lion cubs only two months old. You required a special invita on to get in and it
made me ques on just how we did got in? Well we did and are they the cutest li le bunch of trouble you would
ever want to see. I do know that some great shots of these guys will be entered for sure.
I’m looking forward to the next FCC photo tour. Great guys, Great mes, Great photos. I hope more members will
also attend. Tom Mrwik

Photos supplied by:
Tom Mrwik ,
Joe Crupi &
Michael Sender
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Thank you to the many members who submitted images to be considered for permanent display by
Flushing Hospital. The hospital personnel voted and the following images won out. Congratulations
to those selected. The images will be hung in the new Ambulatory Care Section of Flushing Hospital.

Marty Neff
Tom Mrwik

Bell Smith

Joe Crupi

Helen Repstad
Joe Crupi
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Many thanks to Marty Fleischer,
Competition Chair, who made the
award presentations great fun as
usual…
At left our new board is sworn in
for the 2014-2015 season: (from
left to right) Norman Eng V.P., Tony
Coppeta President, Marty Fleischer
Treasurer, and Suzanne Abruzzo
Secretary.
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Russ Burden Tips

Falling for Filters

The fall is a great me to get out and make images of vibrant foliage oﬀset against crisp autumn blue skies. It’s the most colorful season.
The western US oﬀers pale es of yellow aspens with occasional hues of orange and red while the east is more well known for its plethora
of color that abounds from its hardwood maples, oaks and birches. Mix in a solitary evergreen as a focal point and the results can be very
drama c. To achieve the poten al drama in fall color photos, there are three filters I carry all the me. I encourage you to do the same to
increase your chances of coming home with a winner.

Polarizer: First and foremost on my list of filters I’d never leave home without in autumn is the polarizer.
ADVANTAGES: A polarizer can help deepen a blue sky to increase its saturation and darken its color. This is
beneficial in that on a color wheel, yellow and blue are on opposite sides. The advantage is the lighter color pops
off the page. In that yellow abounds in the fall, the leaves become prominent. Maximum polarization occurs 90
degrees to the sun. If you try to polarize a front lit subject, you won’t see the filter’s effect. A polarizer also cuts
through glare which otherwise reduces contrast in the image.
Graduated Neutral Density: A graduated ND filter has a dark top and a clear bottom. I recommend them to tame
the contrast when shooting reflections and also to tame contrast at sunrise and sunset. Place the dark part of the
filter over the light part of the image area. The contrast range is tamed and produces a more evenly lit photograph.
Depending on the situation, it may call for a one, two, or three stop difference. There are soft and hard edge
options. If the transition point between the light and dark area is abrupt, it calls for the hard edge variety.
Conversely, if there’s a smooth gradation, the soft edge is more beneficial. To optimize their use, the end result
should look improved in comparison to if one was not used. The result should look natural.
To use a graduated ND filter properly, there are a few keys to keep in mind. The most important fact to remember is
to use the DOF preview button to accurately position the dark part of the filter over the light area of the image. If you
fail to do this, unless you shoot the scene at a wide open aperture, the aperture at which you’re shooting will impact
the point of the dark to light transition
Neutral Density Filter: Autumn drives nature photographers to waterfalls. Maybe it’s the potential fall color that
grows around them, maybe it’s the swirl of leaves that whirlpool in the waters underneath them, or maybe it’s that
waterfalls simply exist in forested areas. Regardless of their lure, a commonly used technique is to give the water a
cotton candy effect by slowing down the shutter. In order to accomplish this, an often used range of shutter speeds
are in the one second range. If after lowering the ISO to its lowest number and stopping the lens down to its
smallest aperture you still can’t get down to one second, screw a neutral density filter on the front of your lens. I
carry both a three and six stop to make sure I can get as slow a shutter as I want. The principal behind them is they
cut back the amount of light but impart no color shift to the scene - hence their name: neutral, no color shift /
density, cut back the amount of light.
2014 Upcoming Tours and Dates
July 24 - 30, 2014 Glacier National Park:
Tour #1July 31 - Aug 6, 2014 Glacier National Park:
Tour #2Aug 23 - 29, 2014 Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and Garden of the Gods
Sept 24 - Oct 3, 2014
Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 14 - 19, 2014 Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of Monument Valley and
Capital Reef National Park
Nov. 1 - 7, 2014 Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks
Dec. 6 - 12, 2014 Bosque Del Apache / White Sands Natl. Mon. Full moon on
Dec 6,2015
Feb. 21 - 25, 2015 Florida Birds: Everglades / Fort Myers / West Palm.

Mar 31 - Apr 11, 2015 Tanzania African Safari
Apr 14 - Apr 25, 2015 Tanzania African Safari Expert photo instruction from two professional photographers. You’ll receive
constant tips and hints of what and how to photograph during every session. There will be two vehicles with highly experienced
drivers so we double our chances of spotting amazing animal action and interaction. Critiques will occur daily so you’ll have tips
and hints how to photograph all subsequent sessions. Expert Photoshop and Nik instruction will be provided. I provide in depth
instruction using flash when we’re in the field in addition to some camps where we’ll make close ups of birds.
May 9 - 15, 2015

Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

May 24 - June 2, 2015 Oregon Coast - 10 day trip
To Be Determined Arches + Canyonlands National Parks. Winter is recommended

http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.flushingcameraclub.org/

