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   Our 52nd year and counting. 

From Bill McLernon, FCC President:                                                                                                                                                                        
Well, its February 2023 and I am approximately halfway                                                                 

through my first year as President. At this point, I think it’s                                                                   

time to look back and see what’s working and what’s not.                                                                            

Like every ship’s captain, while steering a vessel it's                                                                               

important to look ahead and make course corrections as                                                                                                     

you go towards your destination. Now, it’s time to start making small corrections to 

keep us on course of increasing our photographic knowledge as well as making it 

interesting and fun. This past September, we moved away from outside judged 

competitions and moved ahead to using FCC mentors for our Show or Review format. 

The idea here was to eliminate spending money on outside judges and use the 

experience of our own photographic mentors to help improve members 

photographic knowledge. This appears to be working.                                                                                                     

.                                                                                Continued next page                                                                                                                   

.    

The Flushing Camera Club (FCC) does not endorse the content on any third-party website. FCC is not responsible for the content or result of any dealings with third-

parties. Your use of third-parties or their websites is at your own risk and subject to the terms and conditions of use for such websites. 

 Copyright © 2022-23Flushing Camera Club, All Rights Reserved.    Any unauthorized use of images contained in this newsletter is strictly prohibited.  

1st—Photos “Members photo show 

& review”                                                  

3rd-last day for PFLI entry for Feb 10th 

Comp                                                   

15th– Program  - Basics of 

Photography   by Andy Silver  

1st—Photos “Members show & review”    

3rd-last day for PFLI entry for Mar 10th Comp 

15th– Program Masters of Photography by 

Anne Hickey                                                                                             

29th-Themed “Members show & review”    

- Street Photography.    

Terry Chen 

Bob Green 

 



From the FCC President  continued from page 1…                                                                                                                                                

Next, we’ve provided our members with more trips and events (T&E) this 2022-2023 fiscal year than in the past few 

years. The good news is we have definitely seen an increase in participation here. We will continue to provide 

interesting T&E. Currently we have a list of suggested places to visit; however, many of these suggested places are not 

photo related, but they are a nice place to go as a group. Since we are a photographic organization, we should steer 

our members towards photo-related T&E. We will be culling through the current list looking for T&E that are photo 

related. If you have any suggestions for a photographic T&E, please send them to FlushingCameraClub@gmail.com  ; 

Subject: “T&E Photos Suggestion”.  If you have any other suggestions for running the FCC, please also send it in. We are 

always happy to hear good ideas that can make the club work smoother and make us all better photographers.                                              

Concerning programs, this year we are utilizing members to provide some programs which is saving the FCC money 

that we will use to provide better outside programs for future meetings. Outside program providers are now generally 

charging $100-$300 per program and our budget just cannot cover that amount for every program this year. On that 

note, look forward to next month’s presidential message concerning our budget and the cost of programs and running 

the FCC.                                                                                                                                                            

Lastly, sign on for the program: Basics of Photography, by Andy Silver on February 15th. This program is one everyone 

can learn from no matter your experience. Andy is a wealth of knowledge. Hope to see you all online. Happy “clicking” 

and stay safe.      Bill     

From the editor’s desk: 

  We are all saddened by the loss of our long time friend and past president of FCC , Ron 

Caldwell.  Ron was instrumental in making FCC what it is today . His many contributions to our 

club will not be forgotten.  R.I.P. Ron and our condolences to his family.  We dedicate pages 5 

and 6 to his memory.                                                                                                                                                             

So far several members have contributed images to be considered for our 1st page calendar.  

There  were so many really good ones it was hard to select the 2 for this issue.  If it is not one of 

yours keep trying and sending them in.  Remember each month we will need one for the current 

month and one for the following month.                                                                                                        

Now on to this issue.  The presidents message and calendar are on the first page.  On this page 

are some images for the Lunar New Year Parade.  Page 3 has the PFLI scores and a Tim Grey 

tip.  On page 4 George Pearson sent us some Youtube links to improve our photography. There  

 

Lunar New Year Parade  

        Flushing NY  

          Photos by                                              

.     Bernard Huang           . 

you will also find our members birthday wishes. Condolences and memories of Ron on page 5 & 6.  Page 7 our 

trip to Nassau Co.Art Museum. Lastly  on Page 8 is another Russ Burden tip.     Enjoy, “photoJoe”Crupi 
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mailto:FlushingCameraClub@gmail.com


We always look forward to our members contributing articles to the newsletter.  Please feel free to email me any they you 

would like to share for our readers to enjoy.  Joecxlt@aol.com     Editor 

Judges - Marty Silverstein, Sandy Sommers, John 
Brokos 

CRE Bill McLernon Frosted Greenhouse 23 

CRE Tony Sicilliano Beautiful Child 24 

CRE Eliot Friedman The Chase 25 

CRE Anne Hickey Masked Lady 26 

DBW Anne Hickey BW Sunflowers 22 

DBW Eliot Friedman Charleston Harbor 22 

DBW Tony Sicilliano Red Hook Craine v2  23 

DBW Bill McLernon Pontiac 23 

 

DPA Bernard Huang give me 22 

DPA Louise Destefano French Street 22 

DPA Tony Coppeta Leaf Camo 23 

DPA Sherre Lin big fight 23 

DPA Eliot Friedman Gorillas Glare 26 

DPB Bernie Gellman Bear 20 

DPB Anne Hickey St. Jude's Altar 20 

DPB Bill McLernon Eaglet 21 

          DPB Tony Sicilliano Sunset In Corfe Castle 24 

 

Wow Some great scores this month.  Congrtulations to all. 
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Our long time member and friend Roy Woelfel is hospitalized after having open heart surgery.  He is 

resting and getting stronger so no visits at this time.  Lets keep him in our thoughts and prayers. 

“The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.” Jimmy Johnson 

The Crop tool in Photoshop is driving me crazy. When I try to zoom in to make sure I'm cropping well at the 

edges and corners the image moves so that I'm not looking at the area of the image I zoomed in on. Is this a 

bug or is there a way to fix this annoying behavior?                                                                                                                                 

By default, Photoshop will center the image automatically when working with the crop tool. If you drag to 

define the area of the image you want to retain when cropping, that area will shift to the center. While this 

behavior can be helpful, it can also be quite frustrating when you're trying to zoom in on a corner or edge of 

the photo you're cropping.                                                                                                                                                    

To disable this automatic centering, select the Crop tool from the toolbar and then click the gear icon on the Options bar to 

bring up a settings popup. On that popup turn off the "Auto Center Preview" checkbox. The image will no longer center 

automatically to the cropped area, enabling you to zoom in to check the specific positioning of the crop edge without having 

to pan around after the image centers itself.                                                                                                                                    

Note, by the way, that you can zoom in on a specific area of the image while using the Crop tool without the need to switch to 

a different tool. If you hold the Ctrl+Spacebar keys on Windows or the Command+Spacebar keys on Macintosh, you'll have 

access to the Zoom tool without actually switching to the tool. You can then click-and-drag on the area of the image you want 

to take a closer look at, and the image will be zoomed in on that area when you release the mouse. With the "Auto Center 

Preview" checkbox turned off you'll actually be seeing that area, rather than having the image pan so that you're looking at 

the center rather than the area you wanted to get a closer look at  

Ask Tim Grey eNewsletter  



Wishing all our FCC members born in the month of 

February a very happy and healthy birthday.                                                                    

.      Sheila Golden and Ann Marie Hickey    

If we don’t have the month of your birth send to Joecxlt@aol.com 

                                                                                                                Page 4 

LOOKING FOR CALENDAR PHOTOS    

Each month I will use 2 members images that best depict the 2 months in our calendar on the front page of the newsletter .  

As an example one could use fireworks for July as a reminder of the 4th of July Independence Day.  You get the ide 

All members welcomed to submit images but I can only select 2 each month so keep trying throughout the rest of our season.   

We will need a new picture for March and also April by the 3rd week of March.     Send as many as you like.                                                            

In this issue’s calendar the chosen images were submitted by Terry Chen and Bob Green.  Thanks to all who contributed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Keep trying each month .   Good luck next month, photoJoe Crupi    Email to Joecxlt@aol.com 

The following was sent to us by George Pearson who just joined us and is posted below without comment. 

Hello club members,                                                                                                                                                                                         

There are some very great photography related instructional videos that I found on YouTube TV.  Some of  these 

are listed at the bottom, and anything that Ben Wilmore does is GREATT.                                                                                                                            

I have a book by him and coauthored with Jack Davis. Jack Davis & Ben Willmore How to Wow, Photoshop for 

Photographers, 2nd edition, copyright, 2006.  This book is for Photoshop CS or CS2. The book is said to be 

advanced, and they mean it.  I have right now, Photoshop CS6.                                                                                                                                                                                    

I watched this Ben Willmore video on the how toooooos of getting into camera Raw, and now I have to say it is 

great the way that he approaches this work through in the basic panel of camera raw.                                                                                                         

I have all my Pentax DSLR camera bodies set to jpeg and camera raw, DNG.  When I take 1 picture, I get 2 images 

to put on my memory card in the camera.                                                                                                                                                                        

To tell you the truth, I am not a great big fan of the camera raw workups or work flows.  For whatever you do in 

Camera Raw, most of the time you have to finish it off in Photoshop.  So you are into one time consuming thing in 

the camera raw, and then another in Photoshop, and I am wondering if most of the time would you just work up 

images to start with the Jpeg in Photoshop.  But you’re really better images in the DNG format, may come out 

better when you work them up in camera raw, and then in Photoshop.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Another thing to watch are lectures and presentation from B & H Photo, on a variety of different topics.  I have to 

say that the the presentations from B & H are very high quality, but many times they are 2 hours or more in 

length.  They have great presentations on Photoshop, camera raw, Lightroom, camera use, photography etc and 

have the top people in the field to make the lectures or the presentations.   I watched a number of presentations 

by Tim Gray, but so far, the presentations by Ben Willmore are possible the best.  Another very good one to watch 

is someone called the PhotoshopMama, on you tube, and she she very, very good.You really need someone who is 

not talking as fast as machine gun can shoot bullets.                                                                                                                                                                                              

Well below are some one good videos that I have come across recently, and I think they are well worth watching.  

The Ben Willmore presentation on the Curves adjustment layer is one of the best I have ever seen.  Please share 

this with other members of the camera clubs, and  urge them to watch, and they should really be called camera 

and Photography clubs now and not just camera clubs!        Enjoy, George Pearson                                                                                                                                                            

Camera RAW: Exposure and Contrast - Photoshop for Photographers with Ben Willmore - YouTube                                                              

  Replace Any Adjustment with Curves in Photoshop - YouTube                                                                                                                                  

Advanced Selections and Masks by Ben Willmore - YouTube                                                                                                                         

  Advanced Layers and Masking Techniques - Photoshop for Photographers with Ben Willmore - YouTube                                                                  

Tools for Masking - Photoshop Mastery: Advanced Masking - YouTube                                                                                                               

  Ben Willmore on Masking with Photoshop - YouTube                                                                                                                                                                           

CUT OUT Hair FAST and EASY Compositing Tips in Adobe Photoshop 2020 - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsinIf5qYSg&t=806s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vELvo-aG9qI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtnCuNwwmBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=265Je1IoaJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6n7GBA6oNzE&t=313s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dd6RKQzXNxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ag-bfUOBaCk
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Remembering Ron Caldwell 

Ron Caldwell was a past president of FCC.  He was instrumental in the creation of our 

old  and new website and assisted with our current newsletter and so much more.  

Ron was a soft spoken, kind and patient person.  He was always there to assist 

anyone requiring his help.  In the past he conducted several FCC Summer Sessions 

teaching basic photography and photoshop to members and anyone from the 

community that chose to join us.  Ron’s passing will leave a large void in our club.  

May all that he taught us proclaim his legacy.     R.I.P. Ron                    J C Editor                        

I remember Ron as a gifted photographer who generously shared his time, talents, and skills with FCC 

club members.  Ron brought so many of us into the digital age of photography through his many 

excellent educational presentations at our meetings.  I grew as a photographer because of Ron.   May 

he rest in peace.                                             Suzanne Abruzzo 

Tony Coppeta 

Continued next page 

My Friend, Ron Caldwell :   Ron's article above most adequately reflects his years at Flushing Camera Club where he 
remained active until his transition. From his involvements in so many FCC activities you know he was committed  and 
would do everything possible to move the Club forward.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Through Ron's FCC activities, he became involved in the PFLI and served as chair of the first Education Committee and 
also served as chair, Honors Committee.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Three of us and Ron recognized the need to organize a camera club in southeast Queens and in 2005, forty residents 
met at Roy Wilkins Park and voted to organize the Southeast Queens Camera Club. Ron worked in  many areas 
(especially computer-related) and as president to get the SEQCC functioning.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Last year the SEQCC Founders created a prgram to teach photography to students at an After School Program, Roy 
Wilkins Park                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
His patience and gentle spirit made it so easy to all including the youth to relate to him. Ron also taught computer 
sessions at senior centers in Brooklyn and Queens and loved sharing his knowledge.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
A few years ago Ron relocated to Florida, joined the Suncoast Camera Club, Clearwater, Florida, and with his 
involvements, he became their president.  Even at a distance Ron was still a major                                                                                                             
contributor to our clubs her in NY.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Ron truly loved life, his family and his hobby: photography.  He was genuine and                                                                                                         
the real deal as he gave totally of himself by sharing his knowledge to empower                                                                                                                   
others.    Ron has left quite a void ...and many memories. We give thanks for him                                                                                                                                         
walking  along with us.                         Dorothy Gist 

 Some time ago Ron shared his thoughts about FCC:                                                                                           

“I went the route of studying post processing and became quite knowledgeable. I                                                                          

was fascinated and awed by the quality of photography. I met member Hilton Chan who I 

thought was the greatest flower photographer.  On field trips he educated me in the art of flower 

photography. I listened to the judges’ comments and several FCC encouraging voices.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

   “With digital editing, the Club enabled me to share and hone my skills through teaching. I became a member of the 

leadership at FCC as Program Chair, Vice President and  President. My photographic life has been enriched.  Today 

when I’m paid to teach classes or give a seminar,  I think back to those early days. Thank You FCC!”    Ron Caldwell  

                                                                                                                                                                                            

So sorry and shocked to hear of Ron’s passing. So sad. I remember meeting                              

Ron at a FCC  luncheon when he came up to visit. Rest In Peace Ron Caldwell   

Tony Coppeta                                                                                                                                          

To all Flushing and Southeast  Queens CC members,                                                                                                                
On behalf of the PFLI Board, delegates and members I would like to offer 

sincere condolences on the sudden passing of your long time member, 

newsletter publisher, and founder Ron Caldwell. It is never easy to lose anyone, 

especially a dear friend. May he rest in peace .                                                                                                                                                

Sincere regards, Carol DiRenzo  President-PFLI  
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Condolences to his family .  Ron shall be very sorely missed for his leadership, photography, always willing to help others 

whenever they needed help, be it in photography or with computers, etc. always helping others, going on local and new 

England -Pa. camera club field trips.  Bob Green                                                                                                                                                 

Everything that Bob Green wrote about Ron is so true; please include my condolences to his family . Helene Sender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the wake I spoke with Ron’s sons Ron Jr. & Philip. Saw Ron in open casket. He looked fantastic, just as if he was 

dozing off.  It was very emotional to see him lying there at peace. Seeing him lying there, and thinking back at our times 

together, going on some photo shoots just the two of us, made me openly well up with tears. I especially have fond 

memories of a time years ago when I accompanied the FCC on a trip to St Augustine Fla and Ron was there with his 

usual smile and fun personality.                                                                                                                                                                                            

One of the last things he said to me in an e-mail this past fall was that we will finally get together 'soon'.  and 

he told me I was one of his dearest friends.  Standing in front of the coffin reminded me of this comment, and the many 

times that I told him that I'd push his wheelchair wherever we had to go to have some eats together.                                                               

I told Ron Jr. & Philip that I had truly lost a very dear friend.     Robert Herold 

Remembering Ron Caldwell continued ... 

The family suggested that in lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to 

Southeast Queens Camera Club for the After School Program as they teach photography. 

Note – place:  After School Program in the memo line.  Contributions may be sent to 

Brenda Gates, 172-24 133 Avenue, Apt 13F, Jamaica, NY 11434. 

 Many years ago my first field trip in FCC was a result of Ron’s encouragement.  

Several of us carpooled in Ron’s car to Maine to shoot lighthouses.  I was new in 

the club and learned quickly what a kind, peaceful and fun person Ron was.  

One day on the trip after learning of my law enforcement background Ron met 

me as I was approaching his car and handed me a box of donuts.  He said “here 

these will make you feel at home”.  We all had a nice laugh as we enjoyed the 

donuts.  Ron was also quick to share his photography knowledge and was 

patient in explaining  and sharing answers to even dumb questions.  I will always 

remember his kindness,  Joe Crupi 

Ron was a wonderful man, very inclusive and respectful., a great leader as well.                                                                                              
 I will cherish the good memories of our trips together.                                                                                                                                                                         
  May he rest in peace. My deepest condolences to his family and friends.       Ettore Trauzzi  

The people you meet along your time-line and theirs stops; it’s time to say goodbye. Ron, as we all called him in “his” 
camera club, would never have thought of the club as his —even though he was one of the Founding members—

but, as a place to share, learn, and enjoy the Art of Photography.                                                                                                                                                  

He unknowingly created a weekly gathering of all faiths and colors and  made it competitive with other more established 

camera clubs in other boroughs and on Long Island—oh…yes he did!                                                                            
Many camera clubs are not that Democratic nor include the whole in its operation.   
Ron made the club friendly with finding answers he didn’t know to answering those he knew.  A teacher he was, willing 
to share whatever he could to push another forward. Always was even keeled, cool and with a stride…that was Ron.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
As part of Ron and it’s members, I learned much from all of you and the work you all put into this club: The Weekly Meetings; 

The Trips; The Pro’s Lectures; Competitions; PFLI; The Laughs; UMASS’s 3 Day Seminar; and The Annual Season Finale Club 

Dinner gathering. It was a honor to take part in everything.                                                                                                                                         

I will remember Ron and all in the club that I had the pleasure and honor to rub elbows, laugh and make Art 
with.  Thank you Ron for the experience. The “R” in cameRa and the “R” in shutteR when held then pressed, will 
remind me of you.                                                                                                                                                                                
Most sincerely to Ron Caldwell, the nucleus, and to all the members of the Flushing Camera Club in Queens Goodnight Ron, 

Mister Caldwell. Rest In Peace .  Your friend, Robert Uss 

Ron was a longstanding member of the Flushing Camera Club (FCC). He was 

President of the FCC from September 2003 - August 2005. Ron and his computer 

skills were instrumental in helping us developing the new FCC website. Ron was 

extremely friendly and a great mentor to others in the club. He loved his camera and 

sharing his wealth of knowledge. Ron will be truly missed.  A donation from FCC 

will be sent to Ron’s favorite charity listed below.  Bill McLernon 

Ron Caldwell 



 
PFLI reported that NECCC will be holding a FREE  series of webinars to train judges. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. Just register at group.neccc.org/judge/  
The 2nd webinar in this series is  Feb 24, 2023 07:00 PM  - Making Competitive Nature Images                                                                                                                                       
Register in advance for this webinar: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AW_jfWThS-

uIrA48whuhSA 

  

Day trip to Nassau County Art museum. 

As we walked through a corridor lined on one side with antique cameras we ran into some other folks all holding  cameras.  A 

conversation with them revealed they were from the Syosset CC.  Our groups jelled and long conversations continued.  We 

shared laughs and ideas about future and past trips.  We left them agreeing to try and get together for future photography 

trips.  The “Friendly club” is still at work.   

On a very gloomy January 26th the club went on a scheduled trip to the 

Nassau County Art museum to view the display of images of famous 

photographers.  We were pleased to have 2 members of the Fresh 

Meadows CC join with us.                                                                                       

Driving in the long winding driveway we saw that their holiday lantern show 

had been taken down and laid along the side of the road. Some of the 

animal lanterns looked like so much road kill lying there.                                                                                                                                        

Once inside we walked through several rooms dedicated to various artists.  

I was particularly impressed with Ansel Adams “Half dome”.  I imagine the 

work in photoshop it would take today to create that dramatic scene and 

then realized the work involved in dodging and burning to create that image 

so many years ago 
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A few images                                

by Joe Crupi 

Just to give you a 

flavor of the day. 

http://group.neccc.org/judge/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AW_jfWThS-uIrA48whuhSA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AW_jfWThS-uIrA48whuhSA
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Stay Focused! 

So You Want To Be A Nature Photographer 

  I’ve heard it said that if you love what you do, you’ll never work a day in                                                                         

your life. As  photography has been a long time profession in addition to                                                                                         

a passion, for me the above holds true. But before I encourage you to                                                                                      

quit your day job, cash out and hit the road with your camera and camper,                                                                                                                                       

hear me out with regards to what I mean by, “this holds true”.                                                                                  

When I’m in the Serengeti with my group of photographers and everything comes together, it’s tough to 

think of anything that’s better. When the light is dramatic, when the animals display seldom seen 

behavior, when the Acacia trees line up with sunrise, when the giraffe or elephant walk the skyline at 

sunset, all make shooting in the wild wonderful, productive, and flat out amazing. BUT for those seldom 

experienced days or situations, there are others where it doesn’t always gel. The preconceived notion 

amongst the masses is that all postcard shots are easily repeatable. This is NOT the case. Let’s take a 

look at some of the hurdles that must be cleared in order to capture an image for which you can feel 

proud.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Are you willing to be away from home and family for weeks at a time? While you’re on the road, can you 

live on a budget that makes it feasible to justify the trip? Can you deal with eating meals out of a can 

while you wait for the light that may be obscured by thick gray clouds to be dramatic?  Do you enjoy 

waking up at 4:30AM and driving an hour to a location and have nothing develop in the way of interest? 

Can you deal with the cost of gas to make the drive to the location you wish to photograph? Can you 

accept the fact the day you arrive at your location coincides with a severe weather front where rain is in 

the forecast for the next seven days?  So far, how many “Yes” answers do you have?                                                                                                   

Let’s continue: Are you capable of photographing other subjects if you are not making sales of your 

nature images? Does the thought of photographing an occasional wedding make you cringe?  Do you 

have marketing skills that are superior to the hundreds of thousands of other photographers who are 

trying to make a living selling nature shots? Unfortunately, buyers are not going to knock on your door 

unless you get your name out there! Can you deal with editor’s deadlines and requirements that differ 

from publisher to publisher? Do you have computer skills and record keeping abilities so you’ll know 

which company has what photos and when they’re due back? When you make a submission, are you 

willing to wait nine months to a year to see if you are even in the running to make a sale?                                                      

                                                I could go on and on. My goal is not to discourage you from pursuing your                          

.                                            dream but to have you appreciate that the glamour behind the occupation is  

.                                            not all it’s cracked up to be. More power to you if you have the drive. So the                      

,                                            next time you see an amazing nature shot, respect the photographer for what 

,                                            he or she had to endure. For every published image I’ve had, there are ,                  

,                                            myriads I’ve discarded, thousands I wouldn’t dare show in public, and many  .              

,                                            more I’ve taken just to prove I was there. As for the future, more of the same 

as I do love my job.                      Russ                                                                                                                                         

www.russburdenphotography.com to get more information.     

ANNOUNCEMENT:  After years of my Tip of the Week, it’s time to hang it up. But don't despair Every 

Monday I also write the Tip of the Week for the Outdoor Photographer website.  

https://www.outdoorphotographer.com click on… https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/tips-

techniques/photo-tip-of-week/ 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com

