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especially in winter AND 
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                    In Focus 
  FLUSHING CAMERA CLUB NEWS 
       This is our 50th year ! 

         Member: Photographic Federation of Long Island (PFLI)       
 
         “Together in friendship may we learn the art of photography” 

Visitors always 

welcome. 

 

2nd –Introductions and Information  Night                                                    

16th—Critique Night                                                               

30th– program: Scott Dere “Wildlife 

Photography Techniques”  

7th –Competition  Judge: TBA                                    

21st– program: Joe Pellicone “Metro Area 

Night photography of Local Architecture”. 

President’s Message: 

Welcome to the 2020/2021 season, and 50th anniversary of the Flushing Camera Club. We 

all need to thank Andrew Silver our outgoing president for taking the helm under such short 

notice during those unprecedented times, and guiding me, the rookie president. Together 

with Anthony Siciliano they were able to pivot on a dime to on-line meetings. A shout out to all 

the committee chairs for re-upping for the new season (more on this later).                                           

So what’s in store for this season? It looks like we’ll continue to meet on-line at least until the 

end of the year and possibly for the entire season. Isn’t watching baseball in an empty 

stadium weird? But this is the new reality at least for a while. There is a new website, (same 

address www.flushingcameraclub.org) thanks to the many hours Bill McLernon has spent on 

it with assistance from Ron Caldwell, and Andrew Silver. The website and associated software 

is membership based, so its geared for organizations like ours and will help to expedite our 

field trips, billing and other club functions. Don’t forget to log-in. As a member you will be able 

to create your own gallery, and have access to areas that the public does not, like the “Shop 

and Swap” area, member directory, and archive of our newsletters dating back to 2004. You 

now have the option to pay your dues on-line by credit card through the website.                                               

We will have a new meeting format for the new season. We will still meet whether in person 

or on-line on the first, third and fifth Wednesday of the month. However, we will alternate 

critique nights, and competition nights. One month there will be a critique night and the next 

month will be a competition. Any image can be entered for critique night. Instead of a score, 

the reviewer will make suggestions on how to improve the image, for its competition, natural 

habitat study, or photojournalism qualities. The makers will have the opportunity to make 

changes if they choose and enter the modified images into the competition the following 

month if they if they desire. The competition will remain exactly the same as it has been in the 

past.                                                                                                         Continued next page….. 

Unfortunately all meetings will be Zoom 
Meetings until further notice. 

https://search.aol.com/aol/image;_ylt=AwrJ61nyw0df4sAA.TlpCWVH;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzMEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Nj?p=cliop+art+september&fr=webmail-searchbox&th=107.4&tw=209.5&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F04%2FSeptember-clipart


 

President’s Message continued... 

Now that’s what we are doing for you. Now what can you do for us? We desperately need back-up and support 

for the following committees: FCC Competition Committee, PFLI Competition Committee, Programs & 

Education, and Membership Committees. Please consider volunteering and drop me a line. 

joemacaluso@verizon.net .                                                                                                                                              

Salon Group members, we can use your expertise to mentor new members, talk to Helen Repstad to see how 

you can help. We would also love you to share your knowledge through club presentations, contact Tony 

Siciliano for guidance  tonysiciliano2000@gmail.com.                                                                                                                               

All members we’d love to have articles for the newsletter contact Joe Crupi for suggestions. joecxlt@aol.com.                                

We continue to encourage all members to post pictures or comments to our FCC Facebook page.                                                       

See you on the radio…err internet  ..Joe Macaluso  

From the Editor’s Desk:   

We are back with new season, a new executive board and a 50th Anniversary to celebrate.  

Welcome back to our many dedicated members and especially our new members.  As you can 

see from the President’s message this promises to be a fantastic season with new changes to 

make the FCC experience even better thanks to the behind the scenes work of the old and 

new executive board and the committee chairs over the summer months.                                         

In this issue of “In Focus” you can learn of the new changes to competition and points for 

advancement.  You can see the winning images from last season’s “Best of the Best” 

competition and read the names of our “Photographers of the Year”.  Also enjoy the latest in 

Russ Burden Tips it’s a doozy.  

We recently learned of the passing of long time member Mary Thompson,   Health issues resulted in Mary’s 

residing at a nursing facility in Suffolk county where she could be close to her cousin Kathy Paladino.  Mary 

has 2 sisters  live in Maryland.  It was Kathy that notified Dorothy about Mary’s passing and advises that 

Mary’s wishes were to not have any services.  Kathy’s phone number is 631-757-4074.                                                        

I remember Mary as one of the first people I began shooting with many years ago when I first joined FCC 

.Several of us newer members went on outings together with Mary quite often.  Mary was always full of fun 

and loved to laugh. On a particular moose trip in Maine we learned a moose call and while walking by the 

doors of other club member at our motel we would bellow out the call and crack up laughing.  Mary bought 

everyone T shirts with a mosquito on it with the words “Maine state bird”.  Mary also had an interest in old 

vehicles.  I had a 55 Ford pickup truck at the time and on my Birthday she gave me a model of that truck.  

Now I picture Mary up in heaven now and having a grand old time.  I am glad I knew her.   “photoJoe”Crupi 
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B Group 

Joe Macaluso First Place    * 

Frederick Mark Second Place  

* Advancing to the A Group next season 

A Group 

Tony Siciliano First Place          * 

Bernie Gellman Second Place      * 

Roy Woelfel              Third Place          * 

*All advancing to the Salon Group next season 
Salon Group 

Andrew Silver First Place 

Sheree Lin             Second Place  

Terry Chen             Third Place 

Competition Rules were:  No award if under 18 points, 

28 points to advance from B to A Group and 

38 points to advance from A to Salon Group 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR WINNERS. 

Black and White 

Tony Siciliano First Place 

Bill McLernon Second Place  

Helen Repstad Third Place 

Creative 

Tony Siciliano  First Place 

NEW Competition CHANGES FOR THE 2020-2021 SEASON : 

This season there will only be 4 competitions and then the “Best of the Best”.  As usual you will be allowed 2 images in 

regular and 1 in each Creative and B&W at each competition.  Since there are only 4 competitions  the points needed 

for advancement are changed also.  You need 12 points to go from B to A group and 17 to go from A to Salon.  Acquiring 

points is the same.  1 point for a score of 7, 2 for a score of 8, and 3 for a score of 9.  Also any half points and another 

half point for Image of the month will be added. 

On the alternate months when there is no competition there will be a critique night.  Anyone can submit the same 

number of images as above for a critique.  Three of our members who qualified as judges will give their opinion on 

making  the images better.  The maker may then work on that image and later submit the image into competition if they 

so desire.  Images submitted for comp or critique may be selected and sent to PFLI competition unless requested not to 

by the maker. 

Labeling of images:  Images should be labeled as follows . 1. For an initial Critique Only not going to PFLI or competition 

at this point ”CC-your name-A1(B1,S1)- Title of image”.  2. If you want to send in an image for Critique and club may 

send to PFLI use “CP” prefix . 3. For an image ready to enter competition (and PFLI) use the usual “C12” prefix. 

Schedule: Sept 16th Critique night, October 7  Competition, Nov 4 Critique,  Dec 2 Restricted Comp “Bottles”,                    

January 6 Critique  , Feb 3 Competition,  March 3  Critique,  April 7 also Critique.  May 5 Restricted Competition 

“Leaves”,   June 2 Best of Best competition. 

Selected Subjects:  Two selected subjects this year again– December is Bottles and May is Leaves.  All entered images 

those months must fit the criteria. 
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Confused Yet?  Tune in to our Zoom meeting Wednesday Sept 2  for more details. 
Need help using Zoon—contact a board member for guidance. 



First Place    Ritzy Seagull       Joe Macaluso 

2nd  Place   Climbing the Stairs  Sheila Golden 

First Place   Lunch Ma       Louise DeStefano 

2nd Place      Brooklyn Bridge        Edward Xu 
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First Place  

Calla Lily 

Barbara Shea  

2nd Place  

Pray under Candle Light 

Bernard Huang 
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2nd Place  MoabHDr Lunar Eclipse      Andrew Silver 

First Place    Family Nostalgia    Tony Siciliano 

First Place    American Modern    Bll McLernon 

2nd Place      The Jump     Bernie Gellman 
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New Meaning To f8 And Be There: f8 = FATE                                                                                                                                      

  If it’s meant to be, it will be - is it a matter of FATE????                                                                                                           

If you’ve been been into photography for any length of time, you’re familiar with the term “f8 and be 

there.” It originated back in the days of film and was coined by the famous street photographer, 

Arthur Weegee. Simply stated, back when earlier cameras and lenses were manufactured, f8 

provided the sharpest aperture at which a photo could be made, hence the f8 aspect. The “be there” 

part translates to - potentially exciting events unfold constantly but to capture them in a photo, one 

has to be there to make the image. In this week’s Tip, I to explore how the famous quote relates to a 

play on words of f8 =ing FATE.                                                                                                                                                                  

The definition of FATE is the development of uncontrollable events that are predetermined by a 

power beyond one’s control. It’s destined to happen in a given way. In simple terms, IF IT’S MEANT 

TO BE IT WILL BE.  Whether you believe in the supernatural or not, once you make a choice and act 

upon it, given circumstances evolve.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  As photographers, the myriad decisions we make impact what we capture. The alarm goes off, we 

look outside and see heavy clouds to the east. We have a choice to either go back to bed or head 

into the field despite the weather. If we go out and get great images of dramatic light, we 

congratulate our determination. If we get skunked, we blame ourselves for wasting time, gas, effort, 

and not getting sleep. What could have been if we did the opposite? Once again, is it fate, luck, or 

simply a choice and live with the decision?                                          Continued next page                                                                                                          

So what does FATE have to do with 

photography? I provide some examples:                                                                                   

When I run photo safaris to the Serengeti, 

we drive the roads looking for wildlife. Often 

a single road leads to a fork. We look in the 

distance and the terrain is identical / the 

light is the same / both roads have ruts and 

bumps. In that the roads mirror each other, 

should we go left or right to find the best 

wildlife? If the road to the left is taken and 

we encounter fantastic wildlife situations, 

we revel in the right decision. If we go right 

and see nothing, we insist we made the 

wrong decision. The caveat is regardless 

which road we choose, we don’t know what 

the other offers. Is it fate, luck, or simply a 

choice and live with the decision?                                                                                                                                                   
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You’re in the Serengeti. In the seat next to you is your 

600mm on one body and an 80-400mm on the other.  

Should you pick up the 600 and get the portrait and miss 

the interaction or use the 80-400 and miss the full frame 

yawn with the tongue out? It’s a choice you have to make. 

Is it fate, luck, or simply a choice and you live with the 

decision? The sunrise near the acacia tree and sprawling 

plains is beautiful as is the light. In the foreground is a 

regal male lion. Should you use f4 to blur the background 

on a tight crop of the lion or risk slow shutter camera blur 

if you stop down to f16 to put the background into focus 

for an environmental portrait? Depending on the outcome 

of EITHER scenario, you may or may not get the best 

image.  

Is it fate, luck, or simply a choice and you live with the decision?  I love to use fill flash to augment the light 

especially when a wildlife subject is back or side lit. BUT should I take the time to set up the flash to add light to the 

shadow areas? Should I risk ghosting if the subject moves at the flash synch speed of 1/250 or miss the frozen 

action if the animal lunges or makes a sudden quick move? Once again, is it fate, luck, or simply a choice and live 

with the decision?     
Another situation where it comes into play is at the wintering grounds of 

snow geese. Two are in my viewfinder and I want to zero in on one for the 

flight shot. I decide to place my focus point on the one on the left BUT the 

one on the right launches itself in dramatic fashion. The same scenario 

may occur if you place the focus point on the one on the right. We don’t 

know what the other offers. Is it fate, luck, or simply a choice and live 

with the decision? Two herds of elephants appear along the Mara River 

and the light is gorgeous on both and each group contains a two month 

old baby. Should I aim my lens on the group on the left or right? I have to 

make a decision. Sometimes it will be right and sometimes it will be 

wrong.  Is it fate, luck, or simply a choice and live with the decision?                                                        

The point I wish to share is to adhere to the “f8 and 

be there” guideline but the choice you make is F+ 8 

= FATE; or is it luck, an educated decision, guided 

by instinct, or based on experience? Lions to the 

left of me, cheetahs to the right - here I am stuck in 

the middle to make a decision. If you make the right 

choice, bravo but if it doesn’t pan out, it wasn’t 

meant to be. IF IT’S MEANT TO BE, IT WILL BE - live 

with your decision.                                                                                                                                                                 

Food for thought penned many years ago yet still hold true:                                                                                                             

1) Each player must accept the cards life deals him or her. But once they are in hand, he or she alone must decide 

how to play the cards in order to win the game.                                                                                                                 

2) How a person masters his fate is more important than what his fate is.                                                                                                                               

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com for information about his nature photography safaris to Tanzania. 

Stay Focused ! 
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