
 

                                     

Meetings: 6:45 pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th 
Wednesdays  USUALLY AT 
Flushing Hospital, conference room 
on 5th Fl., 45 Ave & Burling St., 
Flushing. Parking on street or in lot 
across the street on Burling St.. 
FREE but Parking ticket must be 
validated at the Camera Club.                 
Call to confirm.                                             
Most MEETINGS CURRENTLY 
VIA ZOOM. 
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$60.00 per family;$20.00 for students 
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   Our 52nd year and counting. 

From Bill McLernon, FCC President:                                                         

The holidays were fun and exhausting for some of us. Now that the 

holidays are over its time to get back to more new FCC events and 

programs. I have some exciting news. I have been in contact with 

someone that may have a new place for future FCC in person meetings.    

I cannot provide any details until we have them all worked out, so keep 

your fingers crossed.    

The Flushing Camera Club (FCC) does not endorse the content on any third-party website. FCC is not responsible for the content or result of any dealings with third-

parties. Your use of third-parties or their websites is at your own risk and subject to the terms and conditions of use for such websites. 

 Copyright © 2022-23Flushing Camera Club, All Rights Reserved.    Any unauthorized use of images contained in this newsletter is strictly prohibited.  

1st—Photos “show and/or review”    

3rd-last day for PFLI entry for Feb 10th Comp 

15th– Program  - Basics of Photography by 

Andy Silver  

1st   Happy New Year to ALL                                                

4th—Photos “show and/or review”                        

6th-last day for PFLI entry for Jan 13th Comp 

12th=—field trip Fonthill Castle Mercer Museum PA                                                              

18th Program Using Photoshop Elements                               

with Alan Agdern  

photoJoeCrupi 

The “NYC Holiday Lights and Decorations” walk down Fifth and The Avenue of the 

Americas was fun and festive. The group stopped at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and stayed for 

a mass unexpectedly. After mass we moved on to the beautiful Rockefeller Christmas Tree. 

Then we walked over to The Avenue of the Americas and down to Bryant Park with its pop 

us shops and we watched and photographed the ice skaters. 

The Dyker Heights event was bright and cheerful. Terry Chin, Tony Coppeta and I met at 

approximately 7:00 PM in front of the “Green House” that boasted over 40,000 LED bulbs. I 

would hate to get their electric bill.  We strolled up and down the very cold streets with their 

brightly lit beautiful houses and                                       Continued next page…. 



From the editor’s desk: 

The Count tool is associated with the button for the Eyedropper tool on the toolbar in Photoshop. So, the first step is to select 

the Count tool by right-clicking on the button for the Eyedropper tool (or the related tool that may be on the top if you had 

recently used something else) and choosing "Count Tool" from the popup menu.                                                                                         

To count objects in the image you simply click on them. As you click a marker will appear with a dot and a number indicating 

the count number for that object. You can continue clicking on each object you want to count, with the number incrementing 

for each marker as you go. To make it easy to know what the actual count is you can simply look at the "Count" value toward 

the left end of the Options bar.                                                                                                                                                                                     

  If the markers aren't easy to see on the image you can adjust the size and color to help. On the Options bar you'll find a color 

swatch you can click to bring up the Color Picker dialog, so you can choose a better color. The same color is used for all 

markers, so you'll want to try to select a color that will stand out across the entirely of the image. I generally use a highly 

saturated color, like a really bright magenta.                                                                                                                                                                          

You can also adjust the size of the marker dots using the Marker Size field on the Options bar, or adjust the size for the 

number associated with each marker using the Label Size field. You can hide the count markers by clicking the eye icon on 

the Options bar, which will toggle the visibility.                                                                                                                                              

When you're done counting, or you need to reset the count to start over, you can click the Clear button on the Options bar. 

There's even an option for creating multiple groups so you can count the number of different categories of objects within the 

same photo.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

If you save the image as a Photoshop PSD or TIFF with the count still present for the image, the markers will be saved along 

with the image. In other words, when you open the image again the count markers will still be there for you to review.       

Today's question has inspired me to include a comprehensive article on the Count tool in the January 2023 issue of my 

Pixology magazine for photographers.                                                                                                                                                              

If you're not already a subscriber and would like access to back issues and upcoming issues, you can learn more and sign up 

on the GreyLearning website here:https://www.greylearning.com/courses/pixology-magazine 

Question: In my wildlife photography I sometimes have a need to count the number of birds or animals in the 

frame. Can you recommend a way to mark up the photo in Photoshop to help keep track of which animals have 

been counted?                                                                                                                                                                      

Yes! The Count tool in Photoshop is designed exactly for this type of purpose, enabling you to count objects by 

clicking on them within the image.   The Count tool has been included in Photoshop for quite a while, but I feel it is 

one of the least-known tools on the toolbar. Admittedly, probably a relatively small percentage of Photoshop users 

ever try the Count tool, but it can be remarkably helpful when you need to count objects in a photo  

                                                       Happy New Year everyone.  I hope your holiday season was happy and healthy.  It was 

great getting together for our zoom party and our well attended luncheon.  It’s a new year 2023 and time for those 

resolutions that we hardly seem to keep past the first week.  As photographers maybe we could resolve to dedicate more 

time to our photography and to our club.  Try to attend more meetings and field trips.  Attempt some type of image 

making that is outside your comfort zone.  And then keep trying.  Avoid giving up due to a low score in PFLI.  Remember 

judges are all subjective and influenced by their own experiences and prejudices.  Most of all enjoy your photography and 

enjoy the memories those images help us keep forever in our hearts.                                                                                                                

IN THIS ISSUE:  As usual page one is our presidents message and our calendar.  (You may notice the images depicting 

the months in the calendar were mine.  I am now asking that our members send in images they feel would best depict a 

particular month in our calendar.  Just email them to me.  Sorry I can only pick 2 for each issue of the newsletter but 

please send them in.)  Here on page 2 is a Tim Grey tip . December PFLI Scores and Birthday wishes are on page 3.  Then 

on page 4 is an interesting article “...photographer fools the internet…”.  Members images from recent field trips are on 

pages 5 and 6.  Then on page 7 a Russ Burden tip . We conclude on the last page with group photos “then and now” of 

our holiday parties.  . Its 16 degress as I write this but I  hope we can meet photographing in the snow some day soon.                   

.                                                                                                                                                                         “photoJoe” Crupi              

Presidents Message continued…  as we shot images we recalled the FCC presentations on  night photography and those photo tips in 

our newsletters on that subject. They were a great help in making our camera settings.                                                                                                                    

Many of the homes in the area were impressive in stature even without holiday decorations.  The summer ice cream trucks were                  

parked on a few corners and they were selling hot chocolate and hot popcorn. A very smart change of merchandising.  I am glad we 

made the trip. We enjoyed each other’s company that evening but we were very happy to get back in the car to our heated seats.              

 

 

December was exciting and approximately 16 of us met at the Bayside Diner for a Holiday Luncheon. It was fantastic to see 

everyone in person instead of just on-line. The one-on-one personal contact was refreshing. The Diner was able to give us all 

separate checks which made it comfortable for everyone.  I hope we can do more of the personal meetings during the daytime on 

days other than the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays going forward.  

In January we have two events coming up: The Winter Lantern Festival at Roslyn on January 5th. On January 12th we will 

visit Fonthill Castle & Mercer Museum, Doylestown, PA. I need to know if you are going by January 3rd, so we can purchase 

tickets or you may be shut out of this event. Please email me at flushingcameraclub@gmail.com if you wish to attend.                                 

Happy New Year to all our members and their families ,  Bill McLernon 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JH8EDppjahL__JMGkjtvi9aB7FeFtsol6_axjkHlEcyHLm9DE6koxTHfJ89k87Smq_vQWpFSvsm6mi_xJfq47b4r8KrvFhgZ2ynUO9JxkDsTdWatq04Eg_E-jaxHNIIIrIhikweVEMfHwysTCmU5f_FPUcaYE35dGdWCGADElbJLFggpWpSw2JyZK5hPek5r&c=6_phkirMA1fhSLliFyG-hge-EQTnbM8c
mailto:flushingcameraclub@gmail.com


 

 

             Judges - Pat Walsh Harry Loud Ken Bausert    

 

 CRE  Bill McLernon              Sasquatch                        21 

 CRE  Tony Sicilliano             Eye For Patterns              21 

 CRE  Robert Green              Lotus Flwer Patrns-Face  22 

 

 DBW  Louise Destefano      The Forest2                     21 

 DBW  Tony Sicilliano           Go With The Flow            21 

 DBW  eliot friedman            Cassette                          21 

 DBW  Robert Green             A Face                             22 

 DBW  Bill McLernon            Taking it in                      23 

 DPA  Louise Destefano       Iris                                   20 

 DPA  Bernard Huang           doors                               20 

 DPA  Sherre Lin                  autumn color                   21 

 DPA  eliot friedman            Osprey gymnastics          21 

 DPA  Robert Green             Friendly Face                   23 

 DPAII  Tony Coppeta          Bald Eagle                        23 

 

 DPB  Tony Sicilliano          Fern On Moss                   21 

 DPB  Bernie Gellman        Bee                                    21 

 DPB  Bill McLernon          Country Drive                     21 

Wishing all our FCC members born in the month of 

January a very happy and healthy birthday.                                                                   

Barbara Brady, Lucy Pearce, Ed Xu, & Yinping Zeng 
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LOOKING FOR YOUR PHOTOS     

You may have noticed that on our 1st page calendar I used 2 of my own images to depict the months. 

So now its your turn.  Email me an image  you feel is appropriate for the next edition February and March  

As editor I can only chose one of your images depicting the corresponding month for the newsletter calendar.                                                                              

Horizontal images work best.    

Everyone welcomed to submit images but I can only select one for each month so keep trying throughout                                                                                                                          

the rest of our season.  Good luck.   photoJoe Crupi    Email to Joecxlt@aol.com 

Our long time member, friend and publisher of this newsletter to the website, Ron Caldwell was recently 

hospitalized with non covid ailments .  Lets keep him in out thoughts and prayers.  No phone calls but 

check your email for an address to send him a card. 
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Photographer Fools the Internet With AI-Generated Cameras That Don’t Exist   
https://petapixel.com/2022/12/15/photographer-fools-the-internet-with-ai-generated-cameras-that-dont-exist/                                

A photographer has fooled the internet with his AI-generated images of antique cameras that don’t exist.  Mathieu Stern 

tells PetaPixel that he generated the fantasy cameras using Midjourney before working on them in Photoshop.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

“The generation itself only takes less than a minute, what takes time is to create a good prompt, this trial and error part can 

take hours,” he says.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Users of AI image generators write text prompts to describe the image they would like to see.                                                                                         

IMAGE AND LANGUAGE SYNTHESIZER-  Mathieu Stern employed another artificial intelligence (AI) program called ChatGPT, 

an AI chatbot, to help write a convincing backstory for the cameras.                                                                                                                                        

Stern posted that the “historical” cameras belonged to the Chinese Emperor Qianlong, a real Qing dynasty ruler, who 

“became fascinated by the art of photography.”  “He was particularly enamored with the intricacies of the cameras and the 

beautiful images they produced,” the AI bot writes.  “The Emperor was so taken with photography that he ordered his finest 

artisans to create a camera made entirely of porcelain.”                                                                                                                                                

The French photographer tells PetaPixel that the general idea for the story was his but that the language-learning model 

ChatGPT “helped make it more like a full story with a better structure.”                                                                                                      

The fictional story continues: “The artisans worked tirelessly to create a masterpiece that would please the Emperor. They 

carefully crafted each piece of the camera by hand, using the finest kaolin clay and the most delicate of designs. When the 

camera was finished, it was a thing of beauty. The blue and white porcelain shimmered in the light, and the intricate 

designs and details were truly breathtaking.                                                                

  “The Emperor was delighted with the camera, and he immediately ordered 

his court photographer to use it to take portraits of him and his court. The 

resulting images were stunning, and the Emperor was so pleased with the 

camera that he ordered several more to be made for his court 

photographers. The porcelain cameras became a symbol of the Emperor’s 

love for photography.”                                                                                                                 

Commenters beneath the post were enchanted with the story. “Very cool,” 

says one person. “Any chance we can see the photos they took?”                                                                                                                                     

Astute observers noted that the Qianlong Emperor died in 1799, roughly 40 

years before the first camera was invented.                                                                 

ART NOUVEAU - Stern also created a set of gorgeous-looking art nouveau 

cameras that he pretended were designed by art deco architect Hector 

Guimard and painter Gustav Klimt. 

Thanks Henry Szczepanski  who  advised us of the following article. 

Similarly, Stern used ChatGPT to create a convincing backstory.                                     

“In 1898, the famous french actress Sarah Bernhardt asked her 

friend and iconic art nouveau artist Alphonse Mucha to design a 

series of cameras for her rich photographer friends. Despite his 

lack of experience in designing cameras, Mucha grabbed this 

opportunity to create some unique designs, incorporating the 

flowing lines and organic forms of art nouveau into his creations.                                                                                                                             

“Mucha’s designs featured brass frames adorned with intricate 

mother-of-pearl inlays, and the lenses were made from the finest 

European glass. To his own amazement, “La divine Sarah” loved 

his work, and asked other artists to create custom art nouveau 

cameras, such as Hector Guimard and Gustav Klimt                                                                                                                                   

“Although these artists produced smaller amounts of cameras for 

Sarah and her friends, their designs were equally unique and 

beautiful. Guimard’s cameras featured elongated, curved frames 

with geometric patterns, while Klimt’s were adorned with gold leaf 

and intricate floral motifs.”                                                                                          

Sadly the cameras are not real. But many commented that they wished that they were so they could collect them.   

 More of Stern’s work can be found on his Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.mage credits:                                                                                

All images by Mathieu Stern. 

https://petapixel.com/best-ai-image-generators/
https://www.instagram.com/mathieustern/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/Mathieustern
https://www.youtube.com/@MathieuStern/videos


Terry Chen 

Bill McLernon 
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Bill McLernon 

Tony Coppeta 
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Ice and Snow 
Winter is almost upon us and the opportunities for snow and ice shots will 

grow. Too many photographers put their cameras into hibernation this time of 

year. This is a mistake as many great images await the photographer who is 

prepared for the cold. As with any subject, the principles of good photography 

still apply so compose carefully, use a tripod, and choose an aperture that 

yields the best depth of field for the image.                                                                                                                                                  

EXPOSURE - Meters are calibrated to reproduce what the lens sees as 

eighteen percent gray in the finished picture. In the end, this translates to 

gray snow. In order to prevent this, you need to dial in plus compensation. The 

amount is dictated by how much pure white is in the composition. A general 

rule of thumb is plus one stop, but I’ve had success with as little as 1/3 up to 

plus 1 2/3. Until you get comfortable and can pre-visualize how much to 

compensate, I strongly encourage you to bracket in 1/2 stops. Check the 

histogram to bring the right side to the point of not clipping the highlights. In 

some compositions 50 percent of the image may filled with shadows. Even 

though the entire area is filled with snow, if some is darker, it’s essential to 

dial in the proper amount of compensation. 

COLD - It’s essential to keep yourself and camera warm so 

you both are able to operate when it’s cold. Dress in layers 

because as the sun starts to warm the day, you can peel 

them off to maintain a given level of warmth without 

sweating. A hat and light gloves are mandatory as a lot of 

body heat is lost through the head. Cold fingers will surely 

drive you indoors. Fleece socks and warm boots are 

beneficial. Give your camera the same attention. A pocket 

warmer taped to the area around the battery compartment 

will help keep the camera running. Keep it inside your warm 

jacket when not in use to extend the life of the battery.      

FILTER IT - A polarizer is beneficial as it creates contrast between the sky and white snow. Shoot at a right angle to 

the sun to produce maximum deepening of the sky. When snow is offset against this saturated tone, the line of 

definition between the two is pronounced. The result is a dramatic line of demarcation. The polarizer also helps 

remove glare off the surface of ice and snow which helps saturate any color and reduces the contrast which may 

be critical to help maintain detail in the whites.                                                                                                                                                 

WHITE BALANCE - A clear blue sky reflects off the snow and imparts a cool tone to the white. To warm up the 

scene yet keep the color real, set the white balance to cloudy. This will offset the strong blue and add a tint of 

yellow to the snow. The color temperature of cloudy is in the neighborhood of 6000 degrees Kelvin. If it’s heavily 

clear and very blue, you may want to set it manually or try Shade which comes in around 7500 Kelvin.                                                   

To learn more about this subject, join me on a photo safari to Tanzania. Visit www.russburdenphotography.com to 

get more information.  

“I only know how to approach a place by walking. For what does a street photographer do but walk 

and watch and wait and talk, and then watch and wait some more, trying to remain confident that the 

unexpected, the unknown, or the secret heart of the known awaits just around the corner.”-               

Alex Webb  

http://www.russburdenphotography.com


Stay Focused! 
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Yes it looks like Flushing Camera Club is back in action after the covid years.  We are looking forward to many 

more in person gatherings.  We will be starting the New Year with some great field trips.  Many are looking forward 

to going to the Lunar New Year parade in Flushing in the coming months like we did in the past.  Keep an eye 

open for upcoming events.   Here are a couple of memories or past year’s parties. 

Well we had a fun Christmas/Holiday Zoom party on the internet for our last scheduled meeting of the year..  Members provided various 

photos and described their personal meanings to the group.  From beautiful sunsets by Bob Green to family photos and old photographs 

of themselves provided by Bernie Gellmam, Elliot Friedman and Tony Siciliano.  Then concluding with adorable images of blue eyed white 

kittens shown by Helen Repstad.  Laughs, Ooohs and aaahs followed many of the images.   

Then the next day we had a marvelous luncheon get together to celebrate once more in person.  It was so good to see some we have not 

seen in person for 3 years. (photo above).  Great memories and great conversations were enjoyed by all. 

2015 

2017 

2019 


