
 

                                     

Meetings: 6:45 pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th 
Wednesdays  USUALLY AT 
Flushing Hospital, conference room 
on 5th Fl., 45 Ave & Burling St., 
Flushing. Parking on street or in lot 
across the street on Burling St.. 
FREE but Parking ticket must be 
validated at the Camera Club.                 
Call to confirm.                                             
ALL MEETINGS CURRENTLY VIA 
ZOOM. 
Dues: $40.00 for  individuals                              
$60.00 per family;$20.00 for students 
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   Our 52nd year and counting. 

From Bill McLernon, FCC President: 

2nd—last day for PFLI entries  for Dec 9th Comp                                                 

6th —field trip NYC Holiday Lights                                                           

7th—-Photos “show and/or review”    

20th—field trip to Dyker Heights Christmas lights                     

21st– Our Christmas/Holiday party and 

Program show & tell about  your photos 

1st   Happy New Year to ALL                                                

4th—Photos “show and/or review”                        

6th-last day for PFLI entry for Jan 13th Comp 

12th=—field trip Fonthill Castle Mercer Museum PA                         

18th—-Program Using Photoshop Elements by 

Alan Agdern  

The holidays are upon us. All our FCC Officers want to wish you all a very 

Happy Holiday Season. During November we had a few successful FCC 

trips. You can see some of the photos from our members in this issue.    

On December 8th the Holiday Lights and Decorations trip will take place. 

We will meet at the fountain across from The Plaza at Fifth Avenue and 

59th Street in Manhattan. It should be a fun trip for all that attend. We will  

walk slowly down Fifth Avenue and observe the various major department stores lights and 

decorations, then onto St Patrick’s and of course the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree. Later, 

we will move onto 42nd Street and Times Square and maybe have something to eat in the area. 

We will continue setting up trips this winter. We are always looking for suggestions. We are 

looking into setting up some indoor events this winter                                                                                                       

We hope you all had a happy Thanksgiving and you didn’t get too stuffed. We are looking forward 

to the next few weeks of celebration and merry making. Lastly, we want to wish you all a Happy 

Healthy New Year. Don’t make any resolutions you can’t keep.                                                                                         

We wish you good luck clicking away next year and we are hopeful that some of us make the 

Leonard Victor Awards in 2023.     Bill McLernon                      
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From the editor’s desk: 

This month we wish the following FCC members a very happy and 
healthy December Birthday: 

Richard DeStefano, Bob Green, Bernard Huang, Joe Macaluso,  .  .            
.                   and Tom Mrwik                                                                                            
. Like the song, “..may your days be Sunny and Bright” 

Well Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah to everyone.  We end 2022 with memories 

of some great outdoor field trips and the pleasure of seeing our members images on 

our monthly zoom “photo show and tell” as well as some great programs including 

November’s by Russ Burden (who we have learned loves sesame bagels) on wildlife 

photography.  This was a year when we saw a rejuvenation of membership spirit.  The 

fun of traveling together to various locations to advance our hobby and exchange ideas 

and techniques while outdoors together.  This is continuing  with upcoming field trips 

right into January so check your emails for details.  Keep the enthusiasm going.                                                                                                     

In this issue on page 1 is our president’s message and our calendar of events. This 

page 2 has another Tim Grey Tip and birthday wishes.  Page 3 has some great holiday 

photography tips and the PFLI October scores.  On pages 4 and 5 are some members 

images from one of our November field trips. Page 6 and 7 contains a blog “ What is 

Photography” a most interesting and in depth read.  Hope you enjoy this issue.  Enjoy 

this season to the fullest. And have a Happy New Year.               “photoJoe” Crupi 

Question:  I recently took a headshot for my passport renewal. The requirements are that the head be 

between 1” and 1.5” from top of head to chin, while the overall picture be 2”x2”. I could not find an easy 

way to measure the head size in Photoshop.                                                                                                                                                                              

While guides can be helpful for establishing dimensions within an image, you can also measure an object 

within a photo using the Ruler tool or with the Rectangular Marquee or Elliptical Marquee selection tools.   

There are several ways to measure an area within a photo in Photoshop, though none of them are quite perfect.                                            

In this scenario you could place guides in the image and use them as the basis of resizing the image layer to fit within the 

dimensions defined by the guides. One of the easiest ways to precisely position guides is to choose View > Guides > New 

Guide from the menu. In the New Guide dialog specify if you want the guide to be a horizontal or vertical line and enter a 

value for the Position field. The position can be defined in various units of measure, including inches by entering a number 

followed by "in", such as "0.25 in".                                                                                                                                                                           

With the example of a passport photo, you could add horizontal guides at 0.25 inches and 0.5 inches representing the top 

limits, and at 1.5 inches and 1.75 inches for the lower limits. Then resize the image layer representing the passport photo to 

fit within the dimensions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

If you just need to measure an area of the image, adding guides isn't likely to be the most convenient approach. Instead, the 

Ruler tool provides a good solution. The only catch is that with the Ruler tool your measurement will be in pixels. That means 

you need to know the pixel-per-inch (PPI) resolution of the image so you can divide the measured number of pixels by the PPI 

resolution to translate the measurement to inches. For example, if the document is set to a resolution of 300 PPI, then you 

would need to translate that, for example, 450 pixels equals 1.5 inches.                                                                                                                                            

The Ruler tool can be found on the toolbar on the button associated with the Eyedropper tool. So, you can right-click on the 

button for the Eyedropper tool to bring up a popup menu where you can select the Ruler tool. Then drag on the image to 

measure, holding the Shift key to constrain the measurement to perfectly horizontal or vertical. The measurements are 

shown on the Options bar, so you could reference the "W" (width) value for a horizontal line or the "H" (height) value for a 

vertical line.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

With the Rectangular Marquee tool, you can choose Fixed Size from the Style popup on the Options bar, and then set a value 

for Width and Height, using "in" after the numbers to designate inches as the unit of measure. You can then click within the 

image to place the selection at the designated size. 



Tips for Great Holiday Photography – Nikon's own Lindsay Silverman a former Sr. 

Product Manager.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Head Outdoors for Great Holiday Photography    Knowing that the next several 

weeks will be filled with lots of gatherings and celebrations with friends, we thought 

we’d  get a head start to creating some great family photos at the Shamrock 

Christmas Tree Farm in Mattituck, New York. 

Glow Like an Angel   Ever find that you are confronted with a shoot situation where your 

subjects have loads of backlighting and faces fall into shadowy areas? Even though it 

seems counter-intuitive, professionals employ this technique all the time. Use the pop-up 

flash on your DSLR, Nikon 1 or COOLPIX camera, to bring what’s called “fill-flash.” This 

addition of light helps even out exposure and brightens shadowy regions.                                                                                                                                             

Go Close Up   Some photos just beg for intimacy. Check your depth of field (aperture 

setting) and be selective about point of focus, then move in close. Take a few shots that fill 

the frame with personalities. If you keep a bit of the background in the frame this usually 

helps set the scene and adds to the story. Of course be watchful about how objects are 

positioned in the background—avoid things that jut out of heads, cause distractions or don’t 

fit with your holiday theme.                                                                                                     

Freeze the Frame If you’re photographing younger kids you know they rarely sit still for a 

pose. Boost the shutter speed up to 1/1000 of a second or higher, or switch to Continuous 

Mode and get ready for spontaneity. When in Continuous Mode, the Nikon D5500 will 

capture five frames per second.                                                                                                                         

Look at Things in New Ways  A swap to a different lens is a fast way to bring variety to your 

pictures. Grab plenty of memorable family images, but also frame some environmental 

shots. These will trigger even more memories and help tell your story. Try a few macro 

shots.                                                                                                                                                                       

See the entire blog here: https://www.nikonusa.com/en/learn-and-explore/a/tips-and-

techniques/tips-for-great-holiday-photography.html 

                PFLI   Scores for Flushing for November  

     Judges - Alan Agdern  Steve Kessler Nyree Cyrus-Williams    

 

 CRE  Bill McLernon         Grill                                                    21 

 CRE  Edward Xu              Jogging                                              21 

 CRE  Robert Green         How a Nautralius is Born Maybe     22 

 CRE  Tony Coppeta         Alternate Parking Day                      22 

 CRE  eliot friedman        Water Polution                                 24 

 CREII  Tony Sicilliano     Pink And Blue                                   24                                                 

 

DBW  Anne Hickey          Boat                                                   21 

 DBW  Bill McLernon       Egret Flap with Orange Beak           21 

 DBW  Edward Xu            BWForggyDays                                  22 

 DBW  Robert Green       A Pretty Face                                     22 

 DBW  eliot friedman     Fort Lovrijenac Croatia                     24 

  

 

 DBWII  Louise Destefano   Daisies                              22 

 DBWII  Tony Sicilliano        Welcome To The Ranch   22 

  

 DPA  eliot friedman            model                                20 

 DPA  Helen Repstad          Hellebore 1238                 21 

 DPA  Robert Green            Analyze This                       21 

 DPA  Bernard Huang         bare foof angel                  22 

 DPA  Louise Destefano     Heron 1                              23 

DPAII  Tony Coppeta          Dragon Landing                 23 

 

  DPB  Bernie Gellman      Owl-3 070816 (2)               21 

 DPB  Anne Hickey             Boat House                         21 

 DPB  Bill McLernon           Nickerson Sun Bird            21 

 DPB  Edward Xu              MoonBehindEmpireStBldg  22 

 DPB  Tony Sicilliano         Jones Beach At Sunset       23  

                                                                                                                Page 3 



On November 15th Bernard Huang lead some brave members on a field trip to a location he 

had previously visited called Long Pond Foundry in NJ.  His advise to be there for sunrise 

prompted us to leave Queens 4:15 AM.   Upon arrival it was 25 degrees and we attempted to 

set up our tripods gazing into pitch darkness.  When our car headlights shined over the lake 

they lit up a distant fog bank.  While standing between the car lights and the fog we were 

surprised to see some eerie images of our shadows on the fog. Gradually as daylight broke we 

were presented with the large lake in front of us and dead trees and tree stumps mixed with 

the fog making for very interesting compositions.  The poor fall foliage color on the distant 

mountain sides did not discourage us as we continued making images from several locations 

around the lake until the “good light” faded and it was time to continue into town for a 

breakfast and enjoyable conversation. Later heading home by way of Bear Mountain the sky 

darkened but we were still able to find some compelling images to shoot.  And as is often said 

“ a good time was had by all”. 

Bill  

McLernon 

Bill  

McLernon 

Joe Crupi 
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Joe Crupi 

Bill  

McLernon 

Joe Crupi 
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Bernard Huang 

Tom Mrwik Tom Mrwik 

Tom Mrwik 

Joe Crupi 



 

In less than a hundred years, photography has become a part of almost every element of our lives. Almost everyone has a 

camera in their cell phone, and photos are taken all day, every day. We are constantly seeing photographic images on our 

electronic devices, in print media, and advertising.                                                                                                                                       

Since photography has become so widespread and diverse, it’s hard to narrow down precisely what photography is and 

whether it is still a form of art. This article will explore how photography rose to prominence and is now widely used in both 

everyday life and the fine art world.                                                                                                                                                                     

The Definition of Photography        A simple definition of photography is that it is the process of capturing light with a device 

known as a camera and creating an image. That camera could come in various forms by a modern interpretation, including cell 

phone cameras, digital cameras, and traditional analog cameras.                                                                                                                          

What Is the Purpose of Photography?        Photography can serve many purposes and have many facets. Photography can tell a 

story, it can capture a moment in time, it can document, and it can be art. There are many technical uses for photography as 

well as social and creative ones. How we use and interact with photography is highly personal and will differ from one person to 

the next.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Is Photography an Art?      Photography can be an art form, but not all photographs are created to be artworks or as forms of 

artistic expression. It took time for photography to be truly recognized as a valid art form. However, in the present day, many art 

museums and art galleries now exhibit photographic artworks.                                                                                                                                            

Photographers like Ansel Adams, Herve Lewis, Dorothea Lang, SN, Man Ray, Jonas Leriche, Irving Penn, and many others are 

renowned and recognized artists.  However, with the prevalence of photos available now, the debate about whether 

photography is really art has been re-ignited.                                                                                                                                                                

Is Photography a Visual Art?       As a relatively new medium, photography is not one of the traditional seven forms of art but it 

is included in the broader definition of the visual arts. Within the visual arts, photography can be categorized as either fine art 

or commercial art. Many artists, such as Annie Lebovitz, work in both the fine and commercial art worlds.                                                             

What Is Photography Art?      Photography art is photographs that have been created to be seen as artworks. They have been 

developed specially for creative expression, not for a commercial brief. They are rare and collectible and can be exhibited like 

other forms of artwork.  Photography art differs from other forms of photography that serve educational, documentative or 

commercial purposes, such as selling products or documenting evidence or process.                                                                                

Examples of non-artistic photography could include adverts, passport photos, photographic evidence, news photography, etc. 

Personal photography, such as selfies, everyday portraits, and family photos, are also not considered photography art. 

However, portraiture can still feature in fine art photography. Some galleries even specialize in this type of fine art photography, 

such as London’s National Portrait Gallery.                                                                                                                                                       

There are other cases where the line between commercial and fine art photography becomes blurred. For example, fashion 

photography is created with a commercial purpose and brief, even if the artist has free reign creatively. Many examples of 

fashion photography artworks may have first been used in a commercial setting such as a fashion magazine but have now 

become collectibles. Artists who have created commercial photography, such as Herb Ritts, Helmut Newton, and Richard 

Avedon, regularly appear in auction lists selling at fine art prices.                                                                                                        

Photography Art Definition    The definition of photography art, also known as ‘fine-art photography,’ is photographic artworks 

that are created in line with the artist’s vision. The artwork uses photography as the artist’s chosen medium for creative 

expression. Fine-art photography aims to express a creative idea, message, or emotion unique to the artist.                                                         

The Elements of Art in Photography       Photography uses the same essential elements and principles as other visual art forms 

like painting and sculpture. The common elements of art seen in photography include: Line, Shape, Form, Texture, Balance, 

Asymmetric balance, Color Size Depth, Light, Positive space, and Negative space.                                                                               

Photography Art Movements    Photography played a significant role in the modern and contemporary art movements that took 

place after the invention of the photograph.  Photographs and photographers were important contributors to art movements 

such as Futurism, Pop Art, Feminist Art, and other schools of art. However, some artistic movements and enduring photography 

styles focus heavily on photography as a primary medium. These include:  Constructivism Bauhaus Snapshot Aesthetic The 

Pictures Generation Straight Photography Street Photography Photorealism Pictorialism Photojournalism Fashion Photography 

Documentary Photography Dusseldorf School Surrealism Dadaism Abstract Photography Postmodernism                                                        

How Photography Started     Photography was created in 1826 by Joseph Nicéphore Niépce, who took the first photography – a 

picture of his garden from his window. Nicéphore Niépce was an inventor, not an artist, and he created the scientific process 

needed to take photographs. At this early stage, his intentions were not to make art.Once the technology to create photographs 

was understood, other inventors and artists experimented and achieved other photographic breakthroughs. In 1837 Louis 

Daguerre, a french painter, made the Daguerreotype process which produced clearer and sharper photographs.   Both 

Daguerre and Nicéphore Niépce were using metal plates in their photography processes. That all changed when scientist Fox 

Talbot developed an all-new way to create photos called the Calotype Process, which used light-sensitive photographic paper. 

Photographs created using this process were called calotypes.                                                                                                                                      

Film roles would not be created until 1888, when George Eastman and Henry A. Strong debuted Eastman Kodak. Film role 

revolutionized photography and made it much more accessible for everyday people or artists to learn and pursue.                                     

Art photography or more artistic photography became more prominent after the invention of the film roll. The art photography 

movement began in England and the United States from the late 19th century and continued into the early 20th century. The 

pioneers of art photography promoted various aesthetic approaches.                                      Continued next page... 

What Is Photography By Eden Gallery,    Posted Jul 07, 2021   In Photography, Art Blog  
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The first artistic photographers included John Edwin Mayall, Julia Margaret Cameron, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, Oscar 

Gustave Rejlander, Holland Day, Alfred Stieglitz, Edward Steichen, etc. Stieglitz was a notable early fine art photographer who 

first introduced photography into museum collections.                                                                                                                                     

Many more developments in photography occurred over the century that followed, and the 1950s created the first 

developments of digital photography.                                                                                                                                                                         

How Photography Changed Art                                                                                                                                                                                                             

As photography became more widespread, it became an art form in its own right, but it also changed the role of other art 

forms, particularly drawing and painting.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

A photograph could capture a more accurate depiction of a person, scene, or moment. Photography quickly replaced many 

commercial art forms which had previously been dominated by drawing or illustration                                                                                                                

 Photography widely replaced drawings in newspaper pictures, advertising, textbook pictures, portraits, and more.                                                    

In many ways, photography democratized art and made it more accessible,  portable, and cheaper. Fine artworks like painted 

portraits had previously only been available to the upper classes and wealthy art collectors, but a photographic image was far 

more affordable and easier to produce.                                                                                                                                                                                              

After the invention of photography, portraits ceased to be limited to the privileged and well-off. This led to early opposition 

against photography. Critics in the upper-class sections of society opposed the inclusion of photography as an art form 

because they felt it was cheapening art and making it too accessible.                                                                                                                                                                                 

As photography took over the realm of realism in art, it allowed painters and sculptors to explore increasing levels of 

abstraction. Artists moved away from factuality and fixed subjects and began to explore ideas, dreams, the subconscious, and 

their intuition.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

There was no longer a real need for artists to labor intensively to draw or paint artworks that realistically depicted and 

recorded people, places, or things. Instead, a photographer could document these scenes and objects quickly and with ease.                                                                                                                                   

For much of the early 20th century, painters moved completely away from realism. This move was undoubtedly started as a 

reaction to the growth of photography and the changing role of other art forms.                                                                                     

Influential painters were no longer primarily concerned with creating an illusion of reality. This trend lasted almost a hundred 

years after the invention of photography, starting from the Impressionist movement in the late 1800s up to the Pop Art 

movement in the 1950s and 60s.                                                                                                                                                                               

Pop Art artists began to incorporate photography with other mediums such as painting and mixed media and were followed by 

the hyperrealism movement of the 1970s, where many painters returned to realism.                                                                                                                                                                             

Is Digital Photography Art?xxx Just as not all photography is art, not all digital photography is art. Many early photographic 

artists developed signature styles through their techniques of developing analogy photos.                                                                                        

Those methods and techniques are removed from digital photography, but digital artists have learned and developed new 

skills in their place. Digital artists and photographers can create fine art that is original and unique.                                                                                                                           

We define art as something primarily appreciated for its visual aesthetic value or the emotional impact it has on an observer. 

A digital selfie or photograph from a family party is not art in this sense, but digital photography can create fine art. How a 

digital photographer chooses to capture a mood or scene shows their artistic vision.                                                                                                                                                                         

Even with digital photography techniques and post-production treatments, a digital artist uses all art elements, such as line, 

form, light, depth, etc. Famous digital photographers include Annie Leibovitz, Andreas Gursky, Shirin Neshat, Jonas Leriche, 

David La Chapelle, and many other talented artists.                                                                                                                                         

Enjoying Photographic Art        Many collectors enjoy displaying and buying photographic art. You can purchase original or one-

of-a-kind photography or find limited editions where small quantities of artwork are created. Photography is also prevalent in 

the growing industry of crypto art collecting and investing.  

What Is Photography    continued 

                                                                                                                Page  7 

https://www.eden-gallery.com/news/drawing-vs-painting/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/news/what-is-drawing/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/news/drawing-vs-photography/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/news/what-is-abstract-art/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/news/what-is-painting/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/art/jonas-leriche/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/photography-collection/
https://www.eden-gallery.com/news/what-is-crypto-art/


                                                                                                                Page  8 

Stay Focused! 

Patterns In Nature   
amazing peaks? How many look down at our feet to see if something photogenic lurks 

near our toes? Many of us go there in the fall to catch the aspens at their peak, but how 

many walk up to the tress to get a close up view of the veining in the leaves and the 

subtle compositions of a leaf grouping on the end of a branch? Look past the obvious and 

you’ll be surprised how many memory cards you can fill with patterns in nature.                                   

The more time I spent in Tanzania photographing the wildlife of the Serengeti and 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area, the more I began to notice the beautiful patterns on the 

sides of zebras, giraffes and even some of the antelope. Add an oxpecker eating bugs off 

the hide and the subject gets an actor introduced into the scene. I find myself grabbing 

my 600mm and attaching a 1.4 converter so I can concentrate on abstracts and shapes 

to create something unique. The more one looks and opens his/her eyes, the more one 

sees a potential photograph.                                                                                        

Become an observer of patterns and you’ll be amazed at what you see. Go to your local 

park and walk around in the fall when the leaves turn. Wait for a snow and head out and 

look for shapes and objects that so often get overlooked. There was one spring day I amazing peaks? How many look down at our feet to see if something photogenic lurks near our toes? Many of us go there in 

the fall to catch the aspens at their peak, but how many walk up to the tress to get a close up view of the veining in the leaves 

and the subtle compositions of a leaf grouping on the end of a branch? Look past the obvious and you’ll be surprised how 

many memory cards you can fill with patterns in nature.                                                                                                                               

The more time I spent in Tanzania photographing the wildlife of the Serengeti and Ngorongoro Conservation Area, the more I 

began to notice the beautiful patterns on the sides of zebras, giraffes and even some of the antelope. Add an oxpecker eating 

bugs off the hide and the subject gets an actor introduced into the scene. I find myself grabbing my 600mm and attaching a 

1.4 converter so I can concentrate on abstracts and shapes to create something unique. The more one looks and opens 

his/her eyes, the more one sees a potential photograph,. 

Become an observer of patterns and you’ll be amazed at what you see. Go to your local park 

and walk around in the fall when the leaves turn. Wait for a snow and head out and look for 

shapes and objects that so often get overlooked. There was one spring day I walked through the 

park and saw a cottonwood catkin. I actually went there to photograph the foxes that inhabit the 

area. I made a pre-sunrise drive but as luck would have it, no foxes. Rather than throw in the 

towel, I persevered and opened my eyes to other options. As it was springtime, the cottonwoods 

in the area were beginning to bud. Out of curiosity, I approached a low hanging limb and a world 

of patterns and color opened up. Again, the observer in me proved beneficial in finding a nice 

pattern in nature.                                                                                                                                     

To learn more about this subject, join me on a photo safari to Tanzania. Visit 

www.russburdenphotography.com to get more information.                                                                                                                    

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/russ.burden.5  

Wishing all our FCC members and                           
our “In Focus” readers the Peace and Joy 

of the Holiday Season now and 
throughout the new year. 

Have a Happy New Year everybody! 

http://www.russburdenphotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/russ.burden.5

